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The beauty of the Christmas season is reflected all around us!

Every effort is made to have an error-free paper, however,
mistakes do occur. Please double check dates, times, and
locations with a phone call before traveling a great distance.

The Country Register e Kansas

From My Dedk... To yourd
By Cindy Baldwin

Unbelievably this issue of The Country Register of Kansas
is bringing us to the end of 2022 and the start of 2023. It really
seems that the year just started a few weeks ago -- and here it’s
coming to a close.

We have just finished a month of intentional gratitude at our
church, during which we were invited to spend at least five min-
utes each day reflecting on something for which we were grateful. I found being focused
on gratitude -- rather than dwelling on things that made me unhappy -- was very enlight-
ening. I have so much to be grateful for -- especially when I consider what people living
in many other parts of the world endure every day. Indeed, what some of the residents of
my own county have to deal with every day. I’'m concerned that my freezer isn’t defrost-
ing as it should making more work for me. There are people living within a few miles
of me who aren’t sure how they will pay their utility bills as cold weather approaches.
There are people in a number of places around the world who watch as bombs explode
around their homes and wonder if their building will be the next one hit. As a friend of
mine said the other day, “we have first-world problems.”

Many of the articles in this issue focus on similar ideas of appreciating the mo-
ments, the people and the activities that give us comfort and meaning in our lives.
Noticing the many seemingly small moments and interactions that bring meaning and
blessings. While we think of Christmas as a joyous time, it can also be a time of loneli-
ness and sadness for those who have suffered loss in an area of their lives.

As we enter into the Advent season and the beginning of a new year, we would do
well to remember that no matter what difficulties we may be facing, we are not the only
ones who have had struggles -- and survived -- and there are many who are in more dif-
ficult situations than we in America can even imagine. For the people who love and care
for us and communities in which we live, we should be grateful.

On a lighter note, many of you who read this column may remember that my hus-
band began a sheep project last Christmas. Part of our Christmas present to our grand-
children was a gift of two lambs for each child, which we have kept here at our farm.
Each child picked out two lambs and any offspring will belong to them. A ram was
bought and put in with the sheep and, after much anticipation, the first lamb was born
to grandson Banks’ ewe in mid-November. There was great excitement as the grandkids
waited to see who would give birth next. We’re still waiting. Even though there is little
doubt there are more pregnant sheep out there, they are on their own timeline. Maybe
they’re waiting to provide baby lambs for nativity scenes? Hopefully, by the time I
write my next column there will be more lambs on the ground to report.

As you finish up your holiday shopping, remember to support your locally owned
businesses. The Christmas season is their harvest time, which can determine whether
they will have a successful year. The owners -- who are your neighbors -- will appreci-
ate your business.

My hope is that you will have a blessed holiday season and a New Year filled with
much anticipation and hope. Until next time -- Cindy
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Ann’s Lovin’ Ewe ...
By Ann Stewart

The gift that keeps on giving

One December my daughter Christine received an unusual Christmas
present she didn’t know what to do with. If I told you the gift was a hand-
embroidered tea towel framed in an embroidery hoop, you might think that
sounded sweet and that somebody put a lot of work into it. You might even
question Christine’s judgement and appreciation for the handiwork.

But if you saw the pattern, you’d wonder who originated the design, and
who put the time into embroidering it. And why had someone found and res-
cued the antique towel, appliqued over the holes, and then framed the “art.”

The real problem was the de-
sign. The former tea towel featured
a lady wearing a dress pushing
a vacuum cleaner with little ap-
pliqued potted flowers nearby to
cover the worn fabric. That wasn’t
all: the woman had a tomato for
a head. That part was downright
frightening.

I don’t know if tomato-headed
vacuuming women were a popular
vintage look in their day, but it
wasn’t something my twenty-something daughter planned to hang in her
apartment. Oh, what to do with that gift?

Then I remembered a long-forgotten joke I’d always wanted to “give.

Christine’s cousin Emily had just married and moved into her new home
in a new state. Perhaps she needed a homemade wedding gift for her home
decor. An additional wedding gift. And perhaps the gift card would be
slightly smudged so that she didn’t recognize the giver. Perhaps the mys-
tery would amuse and befuddle the young couple. And perhaps it could be
mailed from an unfamiliar state.

My friend Barb was driving to Texas at Christmas, so the timing was
perfect for a postmark from an unfamiliar location. Barb wrapped the pack-
age, wrote a cheery Christmas greeting, smudged a signature, posted the
envelope and sent it from Texas. Emily and Jim would have to wonder who
would EVER give a gift like that. And how did the giver know their new ad-
dress? The card read:

Merry Christmas dear ones, Sorry I couldn’t get this mailed sooner.
Blessings, and ho-ho-ho.

The signature was illegible.

It took months before the subject was ever broached. But when Emily
finally acknowledged receiving a gift so questionable her husband Jim said
it had to remain hidden in the closet until they figured out who sent it, we
finally fessed up. Jim had felt the gift was creepy. Who would take the time
to embroider something so odd? The “ho, ho, ho” and “loved ones” troubled
him greatly. And who knew their address? He was happy and relieved to
learn it was a joke.

Needless to say, they didn’t want to keep it, so we happily took it back,
ready to re-gift the white elephant. After all, there was another upcoming
cousin’s wedding and Barb was once again driving to Texas and could post
the package.

The next couple’s spring wedding was lovely, and after the bride and
groom went on their honeymoon, Operation Tomato Head went into effect.
This time it didn’t take months before inquiry. Just days after the bride and
groom returned from the Maldives, Kenzie the bride immediately brought
the gift to her mother-in-law for investigation. The name was smudged. It
was sent from Texas. Could anyone identify the giver?

When no one fessed up, the “gift” was tucked away until it mysteriously
reappeared at a housewarming for Lena, another cousin. She exclaimed,
“Oo000000h! Who is this from?” looking around the gathering of family
gift givers, including the two brides. Nobody in her festive circle of family
and friends fessed up, curious themselves who would donate such a decora-
tion. “It could go in my laundry area,” she proposed with great tact. At last,
we told the entire story with both brides now in the know about the tomato
head.

And now, the tomato head vacuum lady hangs in the laundry area of Le-
na’s new home, awaiting another gifting to the entertainment of all. Maybe a
white elephant gift exchange, bridal shower, or housewarming. After all, it is

homemade and it’s in the spirit of giving and re-gifting. Look out.
C 2022 All rights reserved

The PERFECT gift for Christmas? Ann's newest book ALL IS CALM, ALL
IS BRIGHT for the Heart of Christmas, will inspire readers throughout the
month of December. Support your Lovin’ Ewe author and make them your
gift of choice this holiday season.

Gift Certificate Entry Form

The Country Register e Kansas

AND THE WINNER IS . . . -

December/January 2022-2023 Gift Certificate Winner

Our lucky winner of the $50 Gift Certificate to an advertising shop of their choice
is Doris Bruce from Hutchinson, Kansas. Doris likes to do her shopping at Stitches
Quilt shop in McPherson, just a short drive away, where, Doris says, owner Janet
Yowell “is so helpful with picking out fabrics that go together or help with problems
while piecing.”

We hope you enjoy your drive and your time shopping this holiday season and
thank you for the wonderful feedback for The Kansas Country Register. Doris com-
mented, “Good job on diversity, I’'m always looking for patterns that can be used for
needle-turn or embroidery, or quilt blocks. Keep up the good work.”

Take a Break and Go Shopping
WIN A $50 GIFT CERTIFICATE

In this issue of The Country Register, we will give away a $50 gift
certificate. Use your gift certificate to go shopping at your favorite
Country Register advertiser. The winners will be announced in the next
issue. Deadline for entry is JANUARY 15, 2023.

(Names are not sold, given away or used for any other purpose.)

r----------------------1
1 Drawing Entry Form

:Name Phone

IAddress, City ST

| E-mail address:

IIf I win, I would like my $50 Gift Certificate from: (list a current advertiser from this paper)

I enjoy visiting the above chosen shop because:

II picked up this issue of The Country Register at

IDo you tell the shops you saw their ad in the paper?  Always  Sometimes  Never

Comments and/or Suggestions about The Country Register? Please include a note.

To enter, complete this form and mail to:
The Country Register, 988 9th Ave, McPherson, KS 67460

Want to save a stamp?
Just email the above information to: kansas@countryregister.com
I OR enter on the website at www.countryregister.com/kansas click on |
| the Contact Us tab and fill in the necessary information. |
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2 Minute Lift: Two Minute Reade to Flip Our Seript
By Kathy J. Sotak

Please invite me to your potluck

A common theme where I live is “I’m hosting a party, come on over. But don’t bring
anything.”

Please don’t rob me of the joy of contributing. I’ve grown a collection of salivating
recipes, just like you. Let’s share. There’s my German chocolate cake with broiled coco-
nut frosting, a show-stopper from my random Midwest church cookbook. Or maybe I’ll
bring my Quinoa-Tex-Mex Salad, a healthier party favorite from my Minnesota friend
Jean. If ’'m in the mood, I’ll create my crudité platter. If it’s the right time of day, I’ll
bring a platter of scones. Have you eaten my scones? I love baking scones for you.

The potluck is the way to go because the food tastes better. It tastes better because
everyone brings their best. The conversation is better, because there is a story to every
dish. There’s more love in the air because social fabric is woven.

The word “potluck” should be the top result on our Google search for:

* How to build friendship

* How to host an easy party

* How to solve the mental health crisis

The last bullet above is the most important. Potlucks are an integral part of the social
fabric of community living. Everyone, grab a plate. You are welcome here.

Growing up in rural America, I have been to more potlucks than I can remember.

At the time I hated them, because I was shy, awkward and a general misfit. We had
potlucks after church. We had them at the fire hall. At the Legion Hall. We had them at
school events. We had them for fundraisers. We would have them at the park. Potlucks
-- everywhere.

Little did I know, that the potluck kept our community heart strong. It held the door
open to all, and it gave people an excuse to gather together. Was everyone friends? No,
not at all. But everyone, and I mean everyone, came together for mealtime. Potlucks are
written in the unspoken rules for building community.

The potluck from my childhood had four sections:

Relish Trays: Relish trays included home-grown and canned pickle relish, pickled
beets, pickles and olives — always served on crystal relish trays.

Salads: No, there isn’t much lettuce here. Salads in the 1980s-°90s were typically a
concoction of canned fruit, cool whip and perhaps cut up snickers or fudge striped cook-
ies. Oh -- and don’t forget the mini-marshmallows.

Hotdishes: Not to be confused with casseroles (yes, they are the same thing... only
we preferred the name hotdish.) The farm wives NAILED the hotdish section. Imagine
macaroni noodles, beef and sauce. It could be a Campbell’s Cream of Mushroom sauce,
a tomato marinara type or a cheese variety. You’ll always find one that you’ll love.

Dessert: Finally, the dessert section; always the biggest section. One hundred percent
of the time you will find rice crispy treats with chocolate-peanut butter frosting. I’ve
kept track.

When was the last potluck you’ve experienced? What did you make? What was the
tastiest dish that you ate? What was the most memorable part of the conversation? I bet
you remember. I certainly do.

Are you feeling a little blue? Host a potluck. Are you stressed? Host a potluck. Fi-
nally, do you feel the need to celebrate? You know what to do!

For more of Kathy s work go to www.2MinuteLift.com

Barneg - Hanover - Miltonvale - Minneapolie

Cowgin Foet, Quilter, Extettainer

Yvonne Hollenbeck
CHRISTMAS GIFTS

A poem from Yvonne's new book,
A Stitch in Rhyme

The kids nowadays at Christmas
usually rake in quite a haul;
it seems however long the list,
that Santa brings it all.

Then parents help ol Santa out,
and sometimes search in vain
for G-I joe, a special doll,
or fine electric train.

Then here comes Christmas morning;
it is almost like a sin,
because gifts that children like the most
are "boxes" they come in.

Order A Stitch in Rhyme at www.yvonnehollenbeck.com!
& Yvonne Hollenbeck; 2022

vonna Hollenbeck, from Clearfiald, S0, parforms her ariginal poatry throughout the United States, captivating
audiences in her wake, She is one of the most published cowgirl poets in the West and is not only & popular
banquet and civic entertainer, but also co-writes songs with many western entertainers, Yvonne also pens a
weekly column in the "Farmer-Rancher Exchange” and writes articles about Iife in rural America in various

Dec. 2022/Jan. 2023 e page 5

The Artificial Tree
By Nancy J. Nash

On a marble-topped table near the bay window of her living room, my widowed
grandmother displayed her house plants. I suspect that this stately and practical table
came from the elderly man who owned the house before my grandparents. They were
too poor to afford a house, but he gave them his in exchange for their taking care of him
as his health declined.

Sometime during Advent, my grandmother would move the plants and replace them
with a small spruce or balsam. Presents would mysteriously appear underneath. But one
year, she supplanted the fragrant greenery with a tree that was less costly and easier to
maintain. Realizing that she was aging, her son had thoughtfully brought her an artificial
tree that could be displayed year after year during the Christmas season.

But as she grew older, so did the tree, and eventually, it fell apart. Years of use had
taken their toll. Grandma declared that she would not have a tree that Christmas. It was
too much work. She told us she just did not have the energy to set it up and decorate it.

One day, shopping in a nearby city, I happened to walk into a Salvation Army store
and spotted a very small artificial tree. It was slightly worn but still quite lovely, with
red bows and tiny packages affixed to its branches. I don’t remember the cost, but it
could not have been more than a couple dollars. It did not require decorating and could
easily be placed on the table in the bay window.

I purchased it and presented it to my grandmother, whose face lit up in joy and grati-
tude. The tree may have been artificial, but the love between us was real. As it turned
out, she passed away the next February. The tree became mine.

Each December, the little tree finds its way to a table in my home. In October, a
Christmas cactus finds its way from the porch where it spends its summers to a wooden
stand indoors. The cactus was given to my grandmother in the 1920s when she and my
grandfather first moved into the house with the marble-topped table in the bay window.
During the Christmas season, the cactus diligently blooms. The tree and the cactus sit
near each other, reminding me that I will see my grandmother again.

© 2022 Nancy Nash of Amherst, MA. She has a B.A. in English composition from
Mount Holyoke College and an M.F.A. in Writing for Children from Simmons College,
with two books listed on Amazon.com (Mama’s Books: An Oregon Trail Story and Little
Rooster’s Christmas Eve).

No Place Like Home

204 W Second ¢ Minneapolis KS

e Fabric * Notions
e Patterns * Books

Check Us Out On...

E G GA

www.noplacelikehomequiltshop.com « 785-392-9065

Hours: Tues-Fri1o-5:30, Sat 10-4

We welcome after hours appointments

Stop by & visit, there's "No Place Like Home!"

This cozy house orfthe corner is the perfect

place for your retreat, a place to relax &
enjoy your craft with friends. Providing:
e Fully equiped kitchen - just bring
the food
¢ 8 beds with linens/pillows
¢ Tables/chairs, design boards,
ironing stations, cutting areas,
plenty of light and plugins

Minimum 4 people/maximum 8 people

419 S. Hanover St
Hanover KS

For info & reservations
402-440-0718

publications throughout the West, For mare information, visk hitps: www.yvonnehollenbeck.com

/ e 9 ° \
Cynthia’s Aftic [~ wacnow
3 20 W Ash + Miltonvale Facebook page
4 785-427-6018 for December
Sale Days Dates
Fabric « Wideback Fabric « Batting 20% off
L Selecti f Panel .
o s 103 ALL Fabric
\ Also by appointment evenings or weekdays J

Welcome to Barnes R

Sunflower Mercantile & Sunflower Il
Antiques, Primitives & Rusty Stuff

Vintage Quilts

Always Christmas Shoppe

Year Round Shoppe Featuring

Nativities - Wall Art - Ornaments
785-747-8757

M-Sat 10-5 & Sunday 1-5
Phone 785-763-4052
Find us on Facebook

Chip doesn’t have anything on Nik & Todd and the Gang,
Skip the Silos, come to Barnes!
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Belleville - Concordia + Hebron, NE

Collector’s Corner

The value of nostalgia
by Jim Olson

There are many factors that influence collector market trends. Typically, things that is a driving force.
are rare, scarce, or of exceptionally high quality tend to be more desirable with seri- If you are a dealer of collectibles, knowing what rings nostalgic with the buy-
ous collectors. But, when it comes to what people are after at the moment, one of the ing crowd currently is very important (so you know what to stock). But, as we saw in
main factors to look at is nostalgia. It influences collectors greatly, especially during the ~examples above, that can (and does) change over time as people go through the various

beginning stages of a collection. It is usually how people decide what they are going to  stages of building, upgrading and eventually liquidating a collection. So, staying up on
start with. the trends is important.

If you are a collector, nostalgia helps determine what it is you might want to collect.

Nos-tal-gia—noun: a sentimental longing or wistful affection for the past, typically
At least in the beginning. Just remember that rarity and condition come into play at

for a period or place with happy personal associations. Example: “I was overcome with
acute nostalgia for my childhood days.” some point as well (important monetary components). But for most of us, it is still more

Let’s take a look at the collector car world. A couple of generations ago, cars and fun to look at a collection of items that reminds us of pleasant memories.
trucks from the 1940s and ‘50s were “the thing.” Before that, it was 1930s roadsters and You name it -- somebody collects it. From ephemera, Americana, early computers
1920s touring cars being bought to fix up. Today, however, it is predominantly vehicles ~ and computer games, cars, comics -- the list goes on and on. There is no shortage of
from the late 1960s and 70s that are popular with car collectors. Why is that, you may  things to collect, and it is ever changing. So, if you are wondering what the next “big
ask? thing” might be, maybe try looking for what is likely to be nostalgic to the next genera-

Today’s car collectors who are in the building or buying mode with their collec- tion of collectors.
tions are typically folks in their 40s through early 60s and they are buying up what was
“cool” to them when they were kids.

Nostalgia.

They are on the hunt for cars they saw drive by when they were riding around on com or call 520-426-7702.
their bicycles and thought, “That’s cool. Someday I’ll have a car like that!”

As each generation comes of age, they like to look back at things familiar from their
childhood, and typically, it is middle-aged persons who are starting collections. They
have made a little money, raised the kids, and now they have a bit more time and money

for themselves than they did when they were younger adults. S E‘ ‘W Fabrics, Patterns, Notions, Cﬁ Eg 1007 3'3«

On the other hand, the guys who typically thought the 1940s and ‘50s vehicles were "(‘,'&2;.";’”2‘ Q’SQOT?;.T *g-;-’«‘x
WA} E

Jim Olson © 2022, Western Trading Post, 403 N. Florence St., Casa Grande, AZ
85122. Learn more at www. WesternTradingPost.com, email info@westerntradingpost.
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collections -- not the buying mode. G gt
The people who used to look for and fix up Model Ts and such have pretty much Heartla néos‘f,'c;;}.]op 23
disappeared due to attrition. This is not a hard and fast rule, but it applies more often e@ January 20&; JJan. stst.
than not. M mesel Satusrdz\':'s ~ Check with each shop
Military collectibles are another example. It seems like the further away we get from Not open Sundays
a point in history, the less interest there is in collecting it. Many years ago, Revolution- 402 768-69€0 - 341 Lincoln Ave. » Hebron, NE Our regular hours:
ary War Era stuff brought big bucks! Then it was Civil War items. But now, items from n shop: sewbeeitquiltshop.com M°"S'a't_':gf!bg 9 ONtC?O?{BO
WWII and later seem to be more popular with collectors. Consequently, the overall sewbeeitquilting or as advertised.
resale value on the “common grade” earlier stuff is not what it used to be.
This is also one of the main reasons the antique market can be tough. There used to

the ones to have, are now a bit older and are in the selling or downsizing phase of their & @ I T Q !

be buyers everywhere looking for old stuff. At the very least, any old thing would sell ’ -7 ’

as decor, while the better stuff was being bought up and put into the higher-end col- S EW » COUNTR ','.
lections. But now, only hard-core antique collectors are still buying, and with so many ' * Come see why N 3 1
choices, they mainly go after only the best stuff. This means the run-of-the-mill (com- ﬂ we're THE Quilting Heartland Shop H op

mon) antiques are harder to find a home for. You see, there is not a nostalgic connection Nc?:r? tg':;;?; II?S : Jan. 20-31

with most of today’s home buyers for antique furniture or knick-knacks to decorate their 4

shelves — so the market has waned. 2 ) etc. New bags, totes, repurposed wood signs,
“God! what would I forfeit to have the days of my childhood restored or to be able e LOTS of New Fabric, Books & sweaters, kitchen gadgets, Republic of Tea,

to forget them forever!” Charles Dickens. 2 Patterns « Lots of Kits, Fat Woodwick Candles,

9

L

\

Original Patterns by Sew Country Great Gift Ideas for Christmas, Hostess Gifts|

Nostalgia stems from the idea that a simpler time from the past was better. And, Quarters & Walls of Inspiration Russell Stover Candy - stocking stuffers
as we all know, people tend to dislike change. But, like the old saying goes, “Change, &Funl!. .. And More!

1834 M Street, Belleville, KS - 785-527-2332

death and taxes are about the only certainties in this ol’ world.” It doesn’t matter much, e www.sewcountryetc.com M-F 9:00-5:30, Sa 9-5 - sewcountry@ncken.com \.
. . . . . - -
however, that nostalgia still pulls at people’s heart strings when it comes to collecting. It - =@
Shop Cloud County for the Holidays
Plan a Day Trip to =
. e
Concordia! ~'-L_;'5_, FULL OF SCRAP QUILTS
i
f=\ YOUR FULL SERVICE SHOP FOR FABRIC, —
AL NOTIONS, SUPPLIES & PROFESSIONAL MACHINE ;
= QUILTING AS WELL AS QUILT MAKING & HAND
k| EMBROIDERY SUPPLIES
w ) :
- ,I*I‘*— 2 SEE US FOR ALL YOUR ONLINE SHOPPING NEEDS
: ) AS WELL.
114 W 6™ Street, Concordia, KS Tt bt EASY ACCESS..RIGHT ON US HWY 81 SOUTH, SO
WWW Fa bricEsse ntials com ﬁ_" "1..’ 3 STOP BY - EVEN IF YOU ARE JUST PASSING BY.
. » 19 J i,
Y
e E = . -Fri Al = ¢ OVER 5000 BOLTS OF FABRIC, NOTIONS &
1-785-243-4044 ~ Store Hours: Mon-Fri 10-4 ;.__,, | PATTERNS! ’
__':_ * e HAND EMBROIDERY PATTERNS, KITS AND FLOSS
\L b e 108” WIDE QUILT BACKS, COTTON, BATIK AND
BIG WALL ¢ BIG BRICKS * BIG WOW ) FLANNEL, OVER 100 BOLTS!
. v [ e BATTING: BY THE PACKAGE OR BY THE YARD.
Al s A A\ COTTON, 80/20, WOOL, BAMBOO, FIRE RESISTANT,
N AS WELL AS BLACK BATTING & INSUL BRIGHT
i
|IL y e Email: sales@fullofserapquilts.com
'{.{ e Web: https://www.fullofserapquilts.com
|I' * 612 Lincoln St., US 81 Py
I.-:(le (Enter under the Canopy) TUE-FRIT: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
£ Concordia, KS 66901 SATURDAY: 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
¥/ 78581 8-5000 CLOSED: SUNDAY & MONDAY
by Toll Free: 877-446-3610 ONLINE STORE OPEN 2477
[ \
Orphja:ljl‘uin /'_-':_E: Cabin Fever Shop Hop (Formerly 7 Lucky Stitches) February 13-18, 2023
Town L
I _ ‘\['-h.-',-'_{' Join us for the All Kansas-Nebraska Shop Hop in April-May 2023.
: ; e st~ ¥ G hi ; s s . . .
- LUt i Profi al Mach lting Local and Nat: d
Located 1/2 blk north of Full of Scrap Quilts & 1 1/2 bk ComeOlo .;f_.;E 3 P L B L B L )
east of Fabric Essentials in downtown Concordia 95 MF _'55:\ * T-SHIRT QUILTS - LETS US MAKE YOUR QUILT—START TO FINISH
o, S
Concordia, KS e cloudcountytourism.com e 785-243-4303 [10-2 Sat A=
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A special Christmas gift from Uncle

Merle
By Gayle Cranford

Being the first grandchild on both sides of my family, I was spoiled by
grandparents, aunts and uncles. One aunt was only five years older than I, and
we actually played together as children. Merle was a shade older than she.

He doted on me, giving me gifts that encouraged my creative side and lov-
ingly teased me constantly. His nickname for me was to reverse my first and
middle names, calling me “Annie Gayle.” Of course, he was my very favorite
indulgent uncle.

I grew up in a musical family that had organized a blue grass band that
played for square dances and local radio stations. Merle played a dobro, what
we kids used to call a Hawaiian guitar. The whole family encouraged my tak-
ing piano lessons, but Uncle Merle’s encouragement meant the most to me. He
occasionally bribed me to play the piano for him with coins, but [ would have
gladly done it without the monetary enticement.

I began taking piano lessons when I was nine years old. About three years
into taking lessons, Uncle Merle asked me, jokingly, I believe, to learn “The
Flight of the Bumble Bee.” He promised a five-dollar bill if [ would master that
piece. If he was teasing me, I didn’t know and considered his bribe.

That Christmas, my parents bought me a two-wheeler bicycle that was
complete with saddle bags on the back rack. Inside one saddle bag was the sheet
music for “The Flight of the Bumble Bee.” Imagine the surprise of receiving
that sheet music!! I got the message and was encouraged to learn it with the
help of my piano teacher, Leo O’Brian.

Memory prevents me from remembering just how long it took me to learn it,
but learn it I did...much to the surprise and amazement of my piano teacher and,
most of all, my Uncle Merle.

He paid the promised five dollars, which was a lot of money in the mid-
1940s.

About that time, my mother (who was a pianist) was asked to perform a
piece at a local Protected Home Circle family get-together. She was encouraged
to ask me to perform as well and for both of us to have encores prepared.

That PHC meeting was held in the large, second-floor ball room and the at-
tendees were seated mostly along the walls opposite the piano. Mom played her
piece and encore. Then, it was my turn, and I was very nervous.

My first piece was an appropriate piece for a beginner to play, Minuet in
G by Ignacy Jan Paderewski, a simple but lovely piano piece. Polite applause
followed, and I bowed and sat down again to play my encore, “The Flight of
the Bumble Bee,” which totally took the audience by surprise. Out of the corner
of my eye, I could see that many of the attendees were straining to watch my
young fingers accomplish that difficult piece.

Thanks to Uncle Merle and his bribe, I had persevered to learn it.

Many years later, then widowed, after having had 50 years of marriage, I
received a very surprising phone call from Uncle Merle and Aunt Doris, his
wife, from New Mexico where they had lived for many years, raising their six
children.

Uncle Merle got on the phone and asked me if I still played “The Flight of
the Bumble Bee.” When I answered that [ hadn’t even played the piano for
years, he, laughing, remarked that my learning that piece had cost him twenty
dollars!!!

In his mind, the five-dollar value through all those years was the equiva-
lent to the current twenty dollars. And, in his growing dementia, he had truly
remembered our deal from so long ago.

-Gayle writes from her home in Florida, where she lives with her daughter.
At the age of 87, she is often referred to as “the energizer bunny.” She enjoys
writing letters to the editor and spending time with her daughter and grand-
daughter.
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Shop News...

Sew What Quilt Shop owners retiring

MARION -- Paula Perry and Jan Meisinger, co-owners of Sew What Quilt Shop in
Marion have announced their retirement and will be closing the Marion shop on Dec.
31. Paula and Jan opened the shop along with Paula’s sister, Carol Riggs, in May 2010
in a small shop on west Main Street in Marion. The shop is now located at 329 E. Main.
Carol retired in 2020.

The shop has hosted a very active Quilts of Valor group, which meets monthly and
has pieced, quilted and given away many quilts to area veterans and a regional group in
Wichita. The shop has always stocked fabric suitable for Quilts of Valor.

“I have no idea how many quilts we have contributed to Quilts of Valor over the
years,” Paula said. “It’s been a focus of the shop since we opened. We are hoping to be
able to keep meeting.”

She said they hope to use a community meeting space in the future.

The shop is currently having a retirement sale with significant markdowns of every-
thing in the shop.

We wish Paula and Jan all the best as they move on to their next chapter.

First City Quilts Announces Changes

LEAVENWORTH -- First City Quilt Shop in Leavenworth has announced that they
will be transitioning from a store front to an online store. Co-owner Maria McKenzie
shared this announcement released in the shop’s November newsletter.

“We wanted to take a moment to thank you all for your support and loyalty through
the years. It is with heavy hearts that we have decided to close our brick and mortar
store and continue in an online only capacity. The declining economy and family re-
sponsibilities have both been factors (in this decision).”

The shop, located at 514B Delaware St., is currently open on Saturdays from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. for an inventory reduction sale. Maria said that how long they will continue to
have Saturday hours depends on inventory remaining. She encourages shoppers to call
or text 913-297-8175 to confirm if the sale floor is open or email info@firstcityquilts.
com.

Their website is currently under construction and they will continue to maintain a
webstore at www.firstcityquilts.com where shopping will be available 24/7 beginning in
December. Please check the calendar for dates and times of remaining 2022 events. Gift
cards can be redeemed in the shop or by emailing your order.

“We treasure all of the friends we have made and all the joys and sorrow shared
through the years. As the end of this season of our lives is bittersweet, we know we
are being called into a new season to care for others and share our talents in new and
purposeful ways. We sincerely appreciate each and every one of you and wish everyone
blessed and healthy days to come.” -- Maria and Connie

Hidden Treasures Quilt Shop

101 N. Commercial, Mankato, KS 66956 ~ 785-378-8020

“Look inside for the purple door” Sale Da S
Fabric, Notions, Patterns, Books » December 19
Embroidery Pattemns - DMC Floss * January 18

Handcrafted Gift Items
Ask for Class Information
Hours: M-F 10-6 Sat 10-5

Cozy Up to Winter Shop Hop
January 20-31, 2023

We will be closed for the
holidays Dec. 24-21. Open Jan 2

hiddentreasuresquiltshop@nckcn.com

/ N\

Smoky River Quilt Shoppe

Featuring Stonehenge and
Batik Fabrics
Classes ¢ Quilting
watch Facebook for Details 20% off End of the Bolt Sale
Like Us On Facebook 50%o off Selected Fabric in our Sale Room
ﬂ smokyriverquiltshoppe Long arm quilting services available
\ 307 Center Ave. « Oakley KS « 785-671-3070 « open M-F 9-5, Sa 9-12 /

Check out our Christmas
Room in December -- Full of
Fun Grab and Go Goodies!

Lots of Sales every month --

812 MAIN ST
LA CROSSE,KS
352.266.7108 ﬂ

A "More Than A Quilt Shop"

(QUILT-€CORRA

Longarm Quilting Hours: W-F 10-5:30

Shop online at www.aquiltcorral.com Sat 10-2
Increasing our Wideback Inventory to Compliment Our Longarm Services
« We Offer 10 percent off on yardage sold (Some restrictions may apply)
Longarm Quilting Is Our Speciality
End of the Year Sales on Fabrics and Notions

i NowThrough December 37
leter We Are a Handi Quilter Representative & AccuQuilt GO Dealer Handi Quilter
- Demo Machines also discounted Accuquilt Dies and Cutters in Stock

Merry Christmas and May God Bless You All!

Destgaed by Quler, fr ol

@zl

Antiques & Primitives in Oberlin, KS
"Picker's Paradise"
301 W. Frontier Pkwy. (Hiway 36) X
One Block East of Jct. Hwys., 36 & B3 i
Summer Hours: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., BUT... I
Call Ahead If You're Passing Through
And We'll Be Open for You!
WE WHOLESALE TO DEALERS
COur Counery Primtives are
100% American Made

'l.__-"?ab-ﬂ?'_s-}':ltl‘!_. Days

I. FES-4 753545, Ev, %
Plenty of Rusty Gold Found Here....  785-470-4363, Cell In Qberlin, Kansas
s s g l"'
Whether You Want a Single Item or 2 Whole Trallerload of Items, Our Birdhouses
We Have It: Cupboards, Custom Handpainted Signs, Benches,

fnn Season
We Were Pickers
Before Picking Was

Are Always
&'.

Find some hot deals to decorate your home and yard at Old Czech '|
Country in Oberlin, KS. s QOO L e | |
We'd Love To Meet You 1! Stop By and Meet The

Stop by During the US Hwy 36 Treasure Hunt Sept. 16-18 REAL American Pickers

.;i Visit our website wiw. oldezechcountry.com
J e — = B

L Lots of Smalls. Unigue Gifts for the Holidays, For Weddings or
Other Special Occasions
|
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Everything it’s crocked up to be!

By Colleen Gust - The Country Register of Manitoba & Saskatchewan

I once heard someone complain about using a crock pot, because they needed to get
up at 4 a.m. to start it for a meal that cooks on low for 14 hours, and they didn’t think it
was a time-saving device. I have no idea what they were cooking, but I love my crock
pot. In this edition, the focus is on suitable recipes for prep the night before, so that all
you need to do is plop in the ceramic insert and turn on the slow cooker before leaving
for work.

Did you know that the words slow cooker and crock pot (which is a Sunbeam brand
name) are used interchangeably? Slow cookers achieved popularity in North America
during the 1940s when many women began to work outside the home. They could start
dinner cooking in the morning before going to work and finish preparing the meal in the
evening when they came home.

The Naxon Utilities Corporation, owned by electrical engineer Irving Naxon, devel-
oped the Naxon Beanery All-Purpose Cooker to cook a bean meal. Naxon was inspired
by his grandmother making a traditional stew called cholent, which took several hours
to cook in an oven.

When the Rival company bought out Naxon in 1970, they acquired Naxon’s 1940
patent for the bean simmer cooker. They adapted Naxon’s bean cooker into a large-scale
production model, which could cook an entire meal for the family. The cooker was then
reintroduced under the name “Crock-Pot” in 1971. In 1974, Rival introduced removable
stoneware inserts, thus making the appliance much easier to clean.

The “crock,” itself acts as both a cooking vessel and a heat reservoir. Slow cook-
ers come in capacities from 500 mL (17 US fl oz) to 7 L (7.4 US qt). Personally, I have
both a 2.5 qt. and a 7 qt., and yes, I have had both going at the same time! Because the

heating elements are generally located at the bottom and often also partway up the sides,

most slow cookers have a minimum recommended liquid level to avoid uncontrolled
heating.

Recipes intended for other cooking methods must be modified for slow cookers.
Quantities of liquids may need adjustment, as there is a little evaporation, but there
should be enough liquid to cover the food. The long, moist cooking is particularly suit-
able for tough and hopefully cheaper cuts of meat. For many slow-cooked dishes, these
cuts give better results than pricier options. The low temperature of the crock pot also
makes it almost impossible to burn food. It’s also great in that it’s all-in-one, so fewer
dishes to wash up. The disadvantage is that some meats and vegetables can become
tasteless if over-cooked.

Unfortunately, some vitamins and other trace nutrients are lost, particularly from
vegetables, partially by enzyme action during cooking and partially due to heat degra-
dation. Since slow cookers work at temperatures well below boiling point and do not
rapidly denature enzymes, vegetables lose trace nutrients.

I found out something interesting during the research on slow cookers concerning
kidney beans. Did you know that slow cookers should not be used to cook dried kidney
beans and other legume seeds? These foods contain the highly toxic lectin phytohemag-
glutinin. Symptoms generally appear within 1 to 3 hours after consumption of improp-
erly cooked red kidney beans. Onset is usually marked by extreme nausea, followed by
vomiting and diarrhea. This lectin is only deactivated by long soaking, then boiling.

Information published by the United States Food and Drug Administration and
the Government of Canada states that slow cookers should not be used to cook bean-
containing dishes. Commercially canned beans are fully cooked and are safe to use.
Pressure cooking also deactivates the lectins.

How to Safely Prepare Dried Red Kidney Beans

These instructions follow the U.S. Food & Drug Administration’s recommendations:

Soak - Raw kidney beans need to soak in water for at least five hours.

Boil - Drain the beans and change to a fresh pot of water. Bring to a boil (212 de-
grees F/100 degrees C) for a minimum of 10 minutes.

Prepare — By following the previous two instructions, your kidney beans are no
longer toxic and can finish cooking in whatever method you prefer, such as in a slow
cooker.

Just a bit of food for thought, if you’re using kidney beans.

And remember, the nice thing about using a slow cooker is that the kids let
you know at 8:00 a.m. that they will not eat dinner. It eliminates a day’s worth of
suspense on the issue.

Melted Butter Biscuits
We tried these the night before the road trip delivering the August/September Coun-

try Register. We needed something quick to go with our soup, and with the potential for
breakfast the next day. The biscuits turn out with a crisp crust and are soft on the inside,
so not quite a traditional biscuit. I also used “homemade” buttermilk, and I think it
turned out fine.

21 cups flour

4 tsp. baking powder

1 Tbsp granulated sugar

2 tsp kosher salt

2 cups buttermilk

Y cup butter, melted

Preheat the oven to 450°F.

Add flour, baking powder, sugar, and salt to a
medium bowl. Mix the dry ingredients well. Pour
in the buttermilk and stir until mostly combined,
being careful not to overwork the batter.

Pour the melted butter into an 8x8-inch baking
dish. Place the dough on top of the butter and
use a spatula (or your hands) to evenly spread
the dough out to the edges of the pan. Cut the
unbaked dough into 9 squares (3x3 pattern).

Bake for 28 minutes, or until the tops are
golden brown.

Allow the butter to be absorbed into the bis-
cuits before cutting and serving.

Unbaked biscuits above; baked
biscuits below.

Dodge City + Elkhart - Leoti
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Slow Cooker Pork Chop Cacciatore
The local grocery store had pork chops on for a great deal the other week, so I
brought some home. I was looking for an easy way to prepare them, and this fit the bill.

1 1/2 1bs. pork chops

798 mL (26 o0z) can diced tomatoes
3 Tbsp ketchup

1/2 cup chicken broth

1/4 tsp salt

1/4 tsp pepper

1 1/2 Tbsp dried oregano

4 cloves garlic, minced

1 onion, diced

1 can of mushrooms with juice
1 green pepper diced

3 Tbsp cornstarch

Use a 4 qt. or larger slow cooker. Add the diced tomatoes, ketchup, chicken broth,
garlic, salt, pepper, and oregano to the slow cooker. Stir until the ketchup dissolves into
the diced tomato juice. Add the onion and mushrooms, green pepper, and stir again. Add
the pork chops to the sauce.

Cover and cook on low for 6-7 hours. Mix the cornstarch with enough water to make
a slurry. Add into the slow cooker & let simmer until thickened.

Serve over pasta or rice.

Buffalo Chicken & Potato Casserole
I usually do a variation of this recipe, in that I substitute chicken thighs for the
breasts. I also don’t bother to de-bone them. By the time I get off work, the thighs are
falling apart and I can remove them as I plate up. Feel free to add more hot sauce to the
recipe (or offer it at the table). We like heat, but not everyone does!

3 lbs. red potatoes, washed and cubed

2 Ibs. boneless, skinless, chicken breasts, cubed

2 pound bacon (about 6 thick slices), cooked until crisp and diced
4 green onions, thinly sliced

6 garlic cloves, minced

1 Tbsp paprika

Y4 teaspoon ground black pepper

1/3 cup prepared hot sauce (I use Frank’s) or more

2 cups shredded mozzarella, or cheddar cheese

Use a 6-quart slow cooker.

Place the potatoes into the insert and add the chicken. Add the bacon, green onions,
garlic, paprika, and pepper. Stir in the buffalo hot sauce, and top with the cheese.

Cover, and cook on low for 6 to 8 hours, or until the potatoes are cooked through.

4 to 6 servings

102 South Indian Road, Leoti, KS )
(620) 375-2044 www.prairieflowerquilts.com

(_ Prairie
Flower ,

- Fabric - Notions
. Patterns - Books

In-Shop Specials - Classes
New Fabric Coming - Machine Quilting
Watch Facebook for more details
Q Hours: Sunday-Friday: 1-6 Closed Saturday
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Sew Loved Quilt Shop < wsisn senor T8

*i, Th open till 9 pm
! Fabric « Patterns « Notions |
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« Birds of a Feather Quilt éllop
o and Retreat Center

We've got Christmas Stocking Stuffer Ideas Throughout
the Shop! Finish - or Begin - Your Shopping Here!

+ Fabric ¢ Patterns

+ Start the New Year off Right « M P.rc-Cuts ]
+ Bench Pillow of the Month Club starts in January + Notions « Kits
+ Mystery Quilt Retreat 3rd Weekend in January & Much More
Join us for Open Retreats the 3rd weekend of the month. g
Call for details (md fo reserve your space. +Lo ng Arm Qm]tmg
» Facebook Live Flash Sale is back 7 p m. Every Tuesday < Hours:

Watch our Facebook Page and Webpage for
information on BOMs, Classes & Retreats

www.birdsofafeatherquilts.com

n N - 314 W. Spruce « Dodge City « 620-789-2111
\_ Like Us on Facebook birdsofafeatherquilts@gmail.com /

Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9-5
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Slices of Life -

A memorable Christmas Eve
By Sherry Osland

Admit it. A lot of us have the Currier & Ives Christmas postcard picture in mind as
our expectations of the season. Reality seldom results in that, no matter how hard we
try. I have one particularly memorable Christmas that was totally the opposite in every
way. My family was broken apart by the pain of divorce. Our traditions went out the
window. No, that’s not right. They were shredded.

What a way to start a Christmas story, right? Please hang in here with me. There are
hard parts of life to get through and sometimes reading someone else’s “past” experi-
ence helps us get through our “current” circumstances. Just knowing someone has been
there, done that and come out on the other side can be an encouragement.

As I said, divorce had ravaged my family. In our divorce-ridden society, our story
wasn’t so different from so many others who have gone -- or are going -- through it. My
kids and I moved out and into a mobile home that started falling apart around our ears.
That forced me to apply for low-income housing, and we moved. I felt like I had a “D”
branded on my forehead whereas before, I had been a reputable part of my community.
My car drank oil as I drove a distance to a minimal paying job. To feed us, I got food
stamps. I shopped in another town so no one I knew would see me using them. (I was
angry and confused when I saw some using stamps but getting into Lincolns and Cadil-
lacs. What?) It was the beginning of my being what my brother calls “The Goodwill
Poster Child”.

I can’t say I ever got used to my two children being away for their visits to their
Dad’s house. I never got used to seeing them in what used to be my vehicle and riding
with someone else. All of these things crashed in and overwhelmed me one Christmas
Eve night. The kids were with their Dad at his parent’s gathering, and I was alone --
totally alone, or so I felt.

I didn’t feel like going to my church’s Christmas Eve service, but I especially didn’t
feel like staying home alone. So, I went. It was an unusual service and, interestingly
enough, they’d never done it this way before, and it’s not been done this way since. |
entered the darkened church. There were a few candles strategically placed around the
alter and sanctuary. Carols were being quietly and reverently played in the background.
There were only a few people scattered in the pews. They sat quietly and left quietly. I
entered alone and sat in a back pew -- alone. It wasn’t to be a social event, no one spoke
to me. After a time of sitting and, yes, wallowing . . . I felt a Presence. My random
thoughts quieted. My tears continued but with a difference, my Spirit within me con-
nected with His, and Jesus held me. Thoughts changed and re-focused.

Yes, our mobile home was falling apart, but when my son and I had gone to look at
it, he had explored and come back excited about which room would be his room. My
heart choked. He was choosing to live with ME!

Yes, we lived in low-income housing, but it was the newest house we’d ever lived in.

Yes, my car drank oil, but God had stepped in and miraculously provided. (That’s
another story.)

Yes, my job wasn’t paying much, but I’ve always felt my bosses carved a niche for
me to have a job (they were previous bosses/friends). I was SO grateful.

Yes, I was on food stamps, but the local store owner graciously allowed me to shop
unashamedly in her grocery store. I gave her all my food stamps each month and that
allowed me to go through the check-out saying, “Charge it.”

Yes, I shopped Goodwill. I still do. Give me a couple hours and I can shop till I drop.
I’'m happy.

Yes, over the years, I spent Christmas Eve physically alone, yet NOT alone.

That first Christmas Eve alone, God
met me and held me. As I sat there and
began to see where He had walked
beside me and carried me when needed,
I no longer felt so alone. As I left the
church and walked in the dark to my car,
chimes began playing carols. They were
coming from a different church and the
stillness of the night was perfect for hear-
ing them so clearly. . . my own comfort-
ing silent night. I felt Jesus loving on me.
He redeemed my life circumstances and
affirmed me with chimes that said “Amen” (so be it).

For bearing through this, I would encourage you to find God’s blessings in whatever
circumstances you are in right now. Open your heart, let Him redeem you and take away
your feeling of being alone. With God, no one ever is! Have a BLESSED CHRIST-
MAS! AMEN!

Written by Sherry Osland of Praise Works Quilting in Abilene,
formerly writing the Quilts That Redeem column for The Country
Register. For examples of quilting (as well as pictures of Hand-braided
rugs and Quilts That Redeem books, for sale) go to: facebook.com/
praiseworksquilting Contact information: sherryo51@hotmail.com or
785-263-5528.

213 E. Sixth St e Kinsley KS

9 Dana & Chandler Reiman G

620-233-8003 « 620-339-2298
Wed - Sat: 10 am - 5 pm
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Of apple pies and kitchen windows
by Kerri Habben Bosman

Always, around this time, it somehow surprises me that another year is almost over.
It shouldn’t. My brain regularly conjures up memories from the previous 10 months that
remind me of both how busy it was and how lovely it was.

The year 2022 has many highlights -- from family get-togethers to enjoying grand-
children’s music and sports. January started with beginning a stash of hats and scarves
for a Giving Circle later in the year. In April, we all gathered together, from the young-
est at 5 to the oldest at 101. At the end of June my husband, Wayne, retired after 49
years as an auto mechanic. We traveled both to visit family and for Wayne to repair
grown children’s cars. A mechanic can retire, but a Dad never does. I began to knit and
crochet handmade Christmas gifts in August. With a family of 18, it helps to begin early.

Since I often look ahead to upcoming deadlines, I take time to remind myself to fully
focus on the present. For it is all too easy to be channeled to the next thing that needs
doing -- or how quickly the last two months of a year can pass by.

It is in these moments that I turn
to autumn and winter activities that
comfort and inspire me at the same
time. One of these things is baking. For
nearly three decades I have loved to
bake pies, mostly fruit pies. No one in
the family seems to mind. Fifteen-year- |
old grandson, Isaac, particularly likes
them. Sometimes an apple pie appears
at his house just because he has a base-
ball game coming up.

I savor the whole process of making
a pie from scratch. Whatever kind of pie I make, the most important ingredient I add is
love. For preparing food is a way of giving of ourselves to the people in our lives. The
work of our hands is one of the most tangible ways to show others how deeply they are
treasured.

When I peel, core and slice the apples, I like to look out the kitchen window. It
seems that I can feel beyond the view of the yard to sense the plethora of people who
came before me and worked the very same way. I think that, for all the technology we
have, there is still something inherently amazing about how a piece of fruit evolves. I
pay attention to the motion of my hands. I say
thank you for being exactly where I am, right in —
that very moment.

I try not to add too much sugar -- just enough
of a blend of white and brown and then some
cinnamon. My nose always awaits the addition
of the lemon juice as its acidity blends with the
sweeter ingredients. If Wayne is nearby, he helps
by tasting the apple mixture to make sure it is
just right. No sacrifice is too great.

I truly enjoy preparing pie crusts, and I have
three or four recipes. When I spread out the
dough, I use my great-grandmother’s rolling pin.
I think of her, even though I had never met her.
She passed away 15 years before I was born. I

QUILTI
TABRIC. NOTIONS,
TONGARM QUILTING. ND GIFTS

G

think of my mother and grandmother who taught 20% off Yardage

me by example that food is love. December 30 & 31
This holiday season I remember being with ]anuary 27 & 28

my 101-year-old mother-in-law in her Wisconsin (15% offif paying with plastic) |

kitchen. The same kitchen where she baked when

Wayne was growing up and where she still bakes E\ 1:,_.'-‘_,-_ y Lf.. Wig-

-

for her family. We stand at the kitchen window, ——— S
and we wash and dry the dishes together. We

look out, and I watch the land through her eyes,
seeing all that has gone before and so much that
still is. All of which is love. 620-338-5168

Kerri Habben Bosman is a writer in Chapel 209 E.6th St

Hill, NC. She can be reached at 913jeeves@, Syriamess
gmail.com.

Wednesday - Friday
10 am - 6:30 pm
Saturday 10 am - 4 pm
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Watch our Facebook page for new
fabrics, projects, and specials!

+ « NEW Store Hours ¢ «
Mon-Fri 10-5 Sat 9:30-Noon

Clark’s Fabric Sﬁop

605 Main, Kiowa KS
620-825-4985 * 620-887-1272 (cell)
clarksfabricksu@sctelcom.net

* Lori Holt Cutting Matts
Size 18”x24” - Reg. $39.98, Sale $29.98

Size 24”x36” - Reg. $73.98, Sale $63.98

. * NEW Book “Scrappiness is Happiness”
FABRICS FROM - P&B Fabrics, by Lori Holt - Reg. 34.95, Sale 29.95

Fabriquilt, Timeless Treasures, * One group Christmas Prints - 1/2 price
Blank Textile, Riley Blake, Penny Rose, * NEW Christmas Panels and Companion Prints

Hoffman Fabrics, Quilting Treasures, $2 OFF per Panel/Yd
. Buy 3 or more of Same Fabric - $3 off/yd
Sykel, Print Concepts,

» Christmas Fat 1/4s - $3.75 each or 5/$15
Stonehenge by Northcott

* Barton Cottage Quilt Kits & Fabric From
See our Selection of Panels and

Riley Blake - Collect All 6 Quilt Kits
Companion Prints, Co"egiate Fabric, *One Group Quilt Books - $5 Each - No Returns
Fat Quarters, Kits and more

* 108"-118” Quilt Backing - $3 off/yd
Sewing Machine Repair  Scissor Sharpening

» Some Quilt Kits - 1/2 price
» End of Bolt & Closeouts - $3/yd

10% discount to quilt guild members on » Assorted Size Quilts for Sale
Regular Priced Fabric Only, must ask. ~—X- X~/ | S
T==—" SATURDAY ONLY SPECIAL —=—__
= Quilt Backing $4 Ok_‘ —

B 2 |

Celebrating 63 Years in 2023

Serving The Area Since 1960
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One Big Gift
by Becky Van Vieet

With close to 70 Christmases behind me, I have many memories of this special
holiday that have been set aside to celebrate the birth of our Savior. My parents, from
the Greatest Generation, started some traditions that carried over to my own family. And
you can imagine my delight to watch my adult children carrying out some of the same
traditions in their families today.

One such tradition stands out as I go down memory lane. In 1993, my husband lost
his job. When Christmas rolled around, money was tight. What little we had was ear-
marked for food, clothing and shelter. Only the necessities.

Instead of fretting about the lack of Christmas presents, I decided we needed to be
positive and focus on what we could do, not what we couldn’t. Out of prayer, thanks-
giving, family love and creativity, I birthed giving gifts from our hearts that Christmas.
Always the teacher, I used this time for teachable moments for our four daughters, ages
five to 15.

Alden - Hutchingon « Pleagantview

We traded out store shop-
ping for homemade presents. No
Pinterest back then. We didn’t
even have the internet. But we
had our imaginations, no cost
involved. I was amazed at the
ideas our daughters came up
with, even helping one another
and talking about their secret
gifts behind closed doors.

We got creative when we
planned our own family re-
cital with singing and musical
instruments. Our voices, violin,

clarinet and saxophone came
together for the best Christmas
songs I’ve ever heard, even with “off notes” and a mistake here and there. But it didn’t
matter. Our recital endeavor came from our hearts. We even made a plan to go Christ-
mas caroling and take our voices to others.

Our idea to make our own Christmas presents and focus on our hearts was not origi-
nal. No, it wasn’t. Our parents had learned to give gifts from the heart and make things

Dew  In 2 Ouitss

Graduations will be here before we Rnow
it. Contact us to create a T-Shirt Quilt
for your graduate.

N

126 N Main
Hutchinson, K5 67501
(620) 860-9753

Visit our Website for additional infor-

mation and details on this service. o Fri 10:000m-5:30pm

Sat 10:00 am-4: 00pm

w sewin2quilts.com

“Sew In 2 Quilts - where fun and fabric combine to make magic happen.”

5 miles SW of Hutchinson

Open Mon-Fri 9-5; Sat. 9-3

Bill’e Sewing Center

in Pleasantview e 620-669-8695
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from home during the Great Depression. The practice of giving simple, homemade gifts
repeated again during World War II with the government mandated rations and push for
the war bonds.

Cloth dolls and teddy bears created from socks delighted little children. Grandpas
whittled toys from wood. Lip smacking could be heard a mile away when popcorn balls,
straight out of the kitchen, were made, even when sugar rations pinched holiday baking.

Yes, our Christmas of 1993 still stands out to me. Our family discussions surround-
ing the true meaning of Christmas ramped up. We were focused on Christ’s birth and
His plan of salvation more than the usual glitz, glitter and glamour of the commercial-
ized holiday. The tradition of homemade gifts continued in our family after that particu-
lar year as our daughters grew up.

Today, almost 30 years later, instead of store-bought gifts in our much bigger ex-
tended family, we make contributions to missionaries and other good works in honor of
each other. Volunteering for Operation Christmas Child through Samaritan’s Purse and
making goodie bags for the homeless keep us busy around the holidays. We continue to
visit nursing homes and sing Christmas carols as we reach out to others.

The heartache of a lost job in 1993 turned from ashes to beauty. Fortitude, family
love and a can-do spirit wrapped us up together in one big gift, and it still does to this
day.

Becky Van Vieet, a retired school administrator, lives near Colorado Springs with
her husband, Troy. They are the parents of four grown children and enjoy spending time
with their nine grandchildren. Becky is a children’s picture book author, and her website
is devoted to family stories and creating memories: www.beckyvanvleet.com.

PRAIRIE FLOWER CRAFTS

208 Pioneer Street, Alden, KS
FaBRIC - QUILTING SUPPLIES

* Specialty store featuring cotton fabric for Quilters & Home Decorators
* Experience positive customer service

Hours: M-Sat: 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m, * (620) 534-3551
prairieflowercrafts@gmail.com * www.prairieflowercrafts.com

“*Handmade Starts HERE!”

Supporting Handwork Enthusiasts
with
* Quality Fiber Goods
* Notions
* Classes & Community

Celebrating Kansas with products

5th & Main « Hutchinson from regional artists

620.694.3250

www.thewoolmarket.net
twitter.com/woolmarketdiy
Join our mailing list online

Watch our Facebook page for
classes & special events

Hours: Tu-W-F-Sa 10-5, Th 10-8

Closed Sun-Mon

Buy Your Next Sewing Machine
from Bill’s Sewing Center
where you will find a fair price,
quality service and educational
support!

Stop by Today!

is Here. ..

Brother Luminaire XP3
e Large 10 5/8” x 16” Frame

* Included Accessory Feet

multi-function foot control and new magnetic hoops available.

billssewing.com

The New Brother Luminaire XP3

* Enhanced StitchVision Technology

Upgrades from the XP2 model include a new stylus, new N foot, new

Brother, Elna and Janome Sewing and Embroidery Machines
Sewing Cabinets by Horn, Arrow and Koala

Sign Up for Our Monthly Newsletter

Brother PR1055x

* 10 Needles and 10” High-Def LCD

b * 1,362 Built-in Embroidery Designs Display
h — ~ e Large 10.1” Capacitive Touch Screen * Built-in software for endless design = ___
L = * Wireless LAN Connectivity possibilities e e S

* Built-in designs and fonts with fast = ;
embroidery speeds \"_'

*14” x 8” Embroidery area

* InnvoEye technology with virtual design preview

* Wireless LAN connectivity

* Magnetic Sash Frame e Flat Brim Cap Frame

SameDay Service
is Available
“We’ll Keep You in
Stitches!”
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Life in Skunk Hollow
By Julie A. Druck

Time for Thanksgiving

Our family took an early autumn trip to the beach this year. It’s been about seven
or eight years since we were there, so I was particularly looking forward to the trip.

My husband and I love to get up early in the morning to watch the sun come up on the
beach. On our first morning, we quietly and eagerly walked the two blocks in anticipa-
tion of the event. We were surprised to see how many other people were already on the
beach who had also come to watch the sunrise. There were little clusters of people here
and there: some standing watching the horizon, others who had brought their beach
chairs and were sitting quietly. Many had their phones poised to capture the moment.
As we walked along the shoreline, there was a quiet air of reverence all along the way,
and I was struck that in this day and age of constant distraction and noise, that so many
people would show up to mark the event of a simple sunrise.

We experienced a similar occasion last autumn when we went to visit our son in
Missouri — except this time, it was to mark the sunset. Our son lives in Branson, and one
evening he took us to a restaurant that sits high above the city and provides a stunning
view of the Ozark Mountains and lakes below. Every evening there is a sunset ceremo-
ny. As the time draws near, patrons gather on the outside balconies to listen to the lone
bagpiper play down the sun. At the moment the sun sets, a cannon from the Civil War is
fired. I found it to be a moving, reverent experience.

During both these events — the watching of the sunrise and the sunset - I found my-
self giving thanks. When one deliberately recognizes and acknowledges the rising and

Wichita
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passing of a day, it makes you remember that our days are limited and numbered. It pro-
vides opportunity to be thankful for such a seemingly insignificant event that reminds us
how much beauty and joy there is in this life.

Pondering these experiences has reminded me that Thanksgiving shouldn’t be just
one day out of the year that we take to deliberately give thanks for all that life holds.
But thanksgiving should be a daily event — as consistent as the sunrise and sunset - to
help cultivate humility and thoughtfulness in our hearts. There is truly so much for
which to be thankful . . .

Julie Druck is from York, Pennsylvania, and writes from her farm in Skunk Hollow.
She’d welcome your comments at thedrucks@netzero.com.
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Innov-ia XF3
SEWING, EMBROIDERY & QUILTING

Innov-is XP3
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THE ULTIMATE IN SEWING, EMBROIDERY & QUILTING

Built to Be as Brilliant as Your Creativity

Sewing and Embroidery Machine
The new Luminaire 3 Innov-is XP3 offers a
range of advanced features that make it an
incredible, quilting and embroidery
machine. With new Wi-Fi capabilities, unique
built-in designs and stitch functions, and our
innovative StitchVision Technology, the
Luminaire 3 Innov-is XP3 is built to be as
brilliant as your creativity. And it’s here to
bring your best ideas to light.

Come Sew With Us at A-1 Singer Sewing Center

Let our friendly staff help you with your sewing needs. Over 80
machine models -- including the Luminaire 3 Innov-is XP3 -- to
choose from, notions, furniture, classes & one-on-one instruction.
We have fabric, too. Stop in and see our expanded fabric offerings.

www.a-1singer.com
Mon.- Fri. 10-6 « Sat. 9 - 5:30
SALES & SERVICE 1-800-725-0226
Free Layaways and Financing Available
Discover, VISA & MasterCard Accepted
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= Pregeription for Adventure
By Naomi Gaede Penner

Making "Home"” during the Holidays:
Tanana, Alaska, 1957

(Adapted from The Bush Doctor s Wife)

It hadn’t been Ruby’s idea to leave the familiarities of Kansas for the remote un-
knowns of Alaska. And, if moving to Anchorage, Alaska, which was called a “city,”
wasn’t incomprehensible enough, her physician husband, Elmer, decided to go farther
north, to a small village, accessible primarily by airplane. At this dot along the Yukon
River, she no longer had the dependable platter of meat and produce outside the farm-
house doors, or the culture and language of her relatives from South Russia, or simple
amenities — needles and thread, greeting cards, balloons and hairbrushes — within a short
driving distance.

When the holidays hit, they’d
been there four months with their
two grade school-age daughters and
almost two-year-old son.

Ruby found comfort by mimick-
ing what she imagined her loved ones
were baking and what had been fam-
ily holiday food traditions. She wrote
home, “I have been baking all week,
I made Mom Leppkes’ pepernuts, and
they taste like they should, surprise.

I made date roll candy and Mom
Gaedes’ Christmas black walnut
cookies. I try to make as much like
being with you all is possible.”

Caroling was not something
she had grown up with, other than
singing Christmas carols in church,
but now when she got an invitation,
she decided to try out a new holiday
celebration. She wished Elmer could
come along, but when the time ar-
rived, he had a woman who had just
gone into labor, and he needed to
keep watch at the hospital. One of the
new nurses who informed everyone
within earshot that “not with a team
of wild horses could drag her out in that awful cold” agreed to watch the children, so
there was nothing to stop Ruby from joining the merry group of hospital personnel,
Civil Aeronautical Authority (C.A.A.) employees and a schoolteacher.

There were no streetlights, and on the particular night the carolers went out, there
was not a hint of moonlight to mellow the darkness. In consideration of that, before
Thanksgiving, some people in the hospital complex and C.A.A. compound had strung
Christmas lights around their windows. This color had a heartening effect, along with
flashlights that led the way with friendly circles on the snow.

Ruby wrote her mother, “Monday nite I went caroling with a dozen others, ages
varying from 10 to 47. It was 50 below and we had to watch our noses and lungs so they
would not get frost bitten.”

This was her first below-zero caroling adventure, but it would lead to more. It would
become a part of her Alaska Christmas traditions. At one point, she would carry a cas-
sette player with taped carols, knock on someone’s door, turn on the player and sing

'
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Ruby Gaede in her snowsuit holding a cat. Dressed
for the Alaska weather.

CHARLOTTE'S

** Sew Natural

7000+ BOLTS OF QUILTING CGTTON FABRIC
Contemporary, Reproduction, Holiday, Novelty, Batik, Flannel, Minky, 108"

= Quilt Kits & Block-A-Month |
programs available online, ;
including our 2nd SATURDAY |’
SAMPLER QUILT. Details at:
SewNatural.com

= Luxury SEWING RETREATS
January & February at
Wichita Hyatt. Singles or
Doubles available. Call for
details.

* Read Charlotte’s online
Blog for News including
2023 Happenings & Sales

= Bargain Fabrics weekly at
1 pm Friday on FACEBOOK

LIVE

Two of eight projects featuring Kim Diehl's
SCRAPS OF KINDNESS from Henry Glass
‘. * Services available in-house: Fabrics. Kits available starting January

2023.

www.SewNatural.com
710 N. Main St., Newton, KS | 316.284.2547
OPEN: M-F 10-5, Sat. 10-4

Machine Quilting + Binding

Arkangag City - Newton - Wellington - Wichita
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Christmas joy. By herself. In the dark. On a frigid night she would bring cheer, both to
others and herself.

Yet that winter of 1957 in Tanana, she wrote her Kansas family, “How we would like
to be with you at Christmas, it seems that during this time we especially like to be with
loved ones.” Much later, in a memory book she noted, “I liked Tanana, but sometimes
Kansas seemed so far away.”

Read about Naomi's mother, Ruby, in “The Bush Doctor s
Wife” and “From Kansas Wheat Fields to Alaska Tundra.” Avail-
able at prescriptionforadventure.com, or by calling 303.506.6181.
In Kansas, they are available at Faith & Life (Newton) and Kansas

Beehive Quilt Shop

N 122 N Washington Ave. Wellington, K5 67152

620-440-8191

Call or Text

i . L
ot Shop
Monday - Friday 10-6pm
Thurs til 7pm Sat 9-4pm
Open Sundays in December 1 -4 pm|

§[:3

We Sell & Serice

sEwing & Embroidery
%’E‘“ Machinas!
www.beehiveguiltshop.com

Fabric. Precuts. Retreat Center. Furniture.

We are your full-service
sewing store with more than
30 years of experience in
the sewing industry.
We service all brands
of sewing machines.
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Our sewing products include Q'Nigue mid- and long-arm quilting machines,
Grace Co. guilting frames, premier Pfaff and Husgvarna Viking sewing, quilting
and embraidery machines, Singer sewing machines, and accessories for all brands.

We offer sewing, quilting, machine embroidery classes and events.

 PFAFF S

Perfection starts here.”

) SINGE

roe The fﬁ"‘*ce %
nigue ¢ L0
Qnigue (e Z0

Fine Quilting Pros duct?

McDonald’s McDonald’s
Sewing & Vacuum  Sewing & Vacuum Wichita

*""-l-_

222 S. Summit 601 N West 5t.#122
Arkansas City, KS Wichita, K5 67203
620-441-0939 316-358-9146

— X ——check our website — X — n
www.mcdonaldssewing.com
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GIRLFRIEND WISDOM

Life is a Journey,
not a degtination.
Ralph Waldo Emerson
True! And stopping by Quilt Shops,
Quilt Shows, and going to Quilt Retreate
ie a Real Trip!

% in our dH i¢ a choice we make! Who we see, what we
at we think ahaui can all effect our attitude and energy levels.
lf we hold the eaying in our minde - Too Blessed to be Stressed,
or, | eould choose peace instead of this...we can find jou.

| have read that we can’t have two emotiong at the game time o
chooging Blessed, or thoughte of Gratitude will keep the stregs away.

GIRLFRIEND WISDOM: 14 ic a fast pace world and

things can get carried away. Ag goon ag you cateh yourself worry-
ing about something, or complaining about something, quickly look
at a picture of your grandchildren, or a beautiful flower, or hum a
little tune. Choose a different thought, choose a peaceful thought,
choose Blesced ingtead of Streesed. You will know when you have
been succeseful because you will naturally take in a great big deep

Breath of Life and you will feel Joyfully Blesged! g
Joy & Blessings, Q o
Girlfriend Wisdom is written by Jedy Houghton®. For color files of this writing confact
Jody at: jodyhoughton@msn.com or www.JedyHoughtonDesigns etsy.com
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| Heaﬁland Shop Hop

January 20th - Jan. 31st.
Shop Hours: 9:30 to 5:00
Saturdays - Check with each shop
Not open Sundays

KANSAS
¢ Sew Country - Belleville
¢ Hidden Treasures - Mankato

MNEBRASKA
¢ Calico Cottage - Hastings
< Sew Bee It - Hebron
¢ The Quilt Basket - York

¢ Projects ¢ Free Pattern
¢ Prizes ¢ Lots of Fun

--CABIN

@Uu ?&g’w

SHOP HOP! <<=
g&j Jfofc- WFJ& “,,;{z "&fm ?‘ e mem Wuﬁ.! /

15% off fabric and precuts during shop hop. G

Pur Sf;,a

Visit all 11 Shops to be
entered to win 1 of 10
54'""' Kﬂfhrrm Hlarwailu GRAND Prizes:
Lucky Charm Quilts - Chapman 15" D::moth:“ll:ttathx
“dﬂndml Iun!all.ll <e Home -EHI nneapolis 13.5"x13.5" Wool Mat
ahl‘lcT qumlt w—ﬂa Visit 6 Shops to be entered
= o be
F mcwmhmh - tnwhlmﬂzndl’hna
. of 102
Seneca Variety - Seneca Dmi:leiucﬂz::ﬁmﬁuhr
ching itions - Topeka Gri
zltlﬂnf Eur;rzlltsﬂn.ll:anla BT Sﬂﬂmlrw
Cynthia's Attic - Miltonvale ress

.L'i

87 Stores, i G @ < of Prizes, FTE £ Gift at Every Store

Visit www.AllKansasNebraskaShopHop.com and join our Facebook Group:
fucebuuk com/groups/allkansasnebraskashophop to learn all about it.

"‘: ALL KANSAS
& & NEBRASKA

" SHOP HOP
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Random Acts
by Maranda K. Jones

December Rose

In the many blocks we walked, we saw and heard the Christmas spirit in many
forms. Window displays in every store, sharing the spirit of the season. Festive songs
choreographed dances with lights above our heads, strung from building to building.
Kindness among strangers in a city reputed to be rough seemed to be running rampant.
Then we experienced that for ourselves celebrating in New York City.

J. M. Barrie said, “God has given us our memories, that we might have roses in De-
cember.” This quote from Peter Pan’s author comes up in books and online so much that
I began to take notice. It even showed up in a cookbook I was using. For some reason,
this phrase kept appearing. I could not ignore it. I used it to embellish a scrapbook page
that is now hanging in my parents’ dining room.

The background is a decorative sheet of paper full of red roses from corner to corner
atop a square clipboard. On top of that, photos from a girls’ trip my mom planned for
my sister and me show our cold smiling faces. We are bundled up in coats, scarves,
stocking hats and boots as we
visited New York one December.

The camera captured so many
fond memories from that week
in the city. One photo shows us
on the ferry to Ellis Island. The
Statue of Liberty holds her torch
high above her head and ours, but
little warmth is felt from that light
source while we are on the water.
Surrounded by buildings with
even more lights around us, we
are standing next to each other in
Times Square, admiring the glow
of billboards, screens and flashes
everywhere. Rockefeller Center
hosts ice skaters and its huge
evergreen elegantly dressed for
the holidays.

Another photo zooms in on
my sister and me posing next to celebrity headshots after our dinner at Sardi’s, the best
place to eat before a Broadway show, known for its caricatures of movie stars. We are
smiling next to drawings of Hank Azaria and David Hyde Pierce, stars in their own
right, who were currently starring in the production of Monty Python’s Spamalot. We
enjoyed the show and wanted a picture with its stars. We were not sure ours were going
to turn out...

As we exited the theater the night before, our mom said we should watch for ce-
lebrities. Knowing that we should always listen to our mother, we heeded her advice
and took our time making our way through the crowd. Sure enough! Outside the door,
Hank Azaria took some photos and visited with fans. A few minutes later, David Hyde
Pierce arrived and did the same. We asked for a photo, and he welcomed us next to him.
Another woman offered to take the picture, and I handed her my camera. We smiled,
waited for the flash, and nothing happened. My camera was frozen.

I froze too. It felt like time stood still while I stood there flustered. All of these
thoughts were forming in my mind as I tried to warm the camera just enough to take one
more snapshot. I did not want to waste this man’s time. I did not want to detract from
anyone else’s celebrity sighting. A crowd was forming. I felt rushed. I was so disap-
pointed that my camera was too cold to work. I was wondering if anyone would ever
believe that we met these actors while we were in NYC. I was sad that my TV-watching
mom would not have photographic evidence of meeting the Niles Crane from Frasier,
one of her favorite shows. Her celebrity-sighting skills created an experience that would
be turned into a memory. A rose in December.

Then the woman offered to take our picture with her camera and email me the photo.
We posed again with a gracious and patient actor, remembering every second of this ex-
change. I shared my email address and wondered if I would ever hear from this woman.
Maybe she just wanted us out of her way so she could have a turn. Maybe she saw how
much it meant to us and would follow through. She did not owe us anything. She would
not have to go through of all the steps it once took to upload and download photos. We
were simply strangers walking up and down the same street.

Fast forward a few weeks, and mail from an unknown sender arrives in my inbox.
Through blurry eyes, I see what I think is a picture taken on Broadway. Tears were
welling up as the image downloaded. Sure enough! It was our photo. The photo we did
not expect to develop. Staring at my screen, I saw what most often is only felt with the
heart. I now have photographic evidence of the Christmas spirit and faith in humanity.

© 2022 Maranda K. Jones

The author and her sister on their New York City trip.
Pictures on wall behind them are caricatures of Hank Azaria
and David Hyde Pierce hung in Sardi’s.

Old Town Business

the of
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Y
Quilting

Quilt Fabric ® Notions

Quilt Classes #Color of the month sale
620-456-3225 * 101 E Spring, Conway Springs, Ks

Hours:
Mon.-Sat. 9-noon;
Wed. 9-7

Atlanta - Burden - Conway Springg - Valley Center - Winfield
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Quilting by Leah
Let me quilt your
/Jeauhﬁt[ qm'[t topos to be
enjoyed by your famdly

| and friends
= 207 Main St, Burden KS

@ﬂ‘d’ays 620-218-2356 (cell)

g leahsline@yahoo.com

h -
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Donna G. Rader
Long Arm Machine Quilter

407 S. Kansas Ct.
Conway Springs, Kansas 67031
redbirdquiltworks@outlook.com

Home: 620-456-3428 Cell: 316-249-3192

Only natural, renewable ingredients, healthy for humans, safe for the environment

Aromatherapy Makes Wonderful Gifts ~ ssential & Carrier Oils

We Offer Gift Certificates and Gift Baskets B2 ' rere

* Ear Candling Cones
* Body Lotion
* Soywax Candles
See our complete catalog on our
website. Convenient ordering online,
by phone, fax or e-mail.

2322 211th Rd Atlanta KS * 620 394 2250
« info@flinthillsaromatherapy.com e PN 1

www.flinthillsaromatherapy.com

W-F 10-5
Sat 10-3 .
Beat the heat! Classes. . . and More :
Comeinearly! Offering Longarm Quilting Service "S>
Ask us about our
n Follow us on Facebook SIY program

Textile Art/Retail Therapy Shop

The Newest Full-Service Quilt Shop in South Central Kansas
415 N. Main « Burden, KS « 620-438-2172

NEW Summer Hours

Fabric *» Notions * Patterns

620.229.8540

fieldtofabric.com
907 Main Winfield, KS 67156

Fobsis < m 7|

/N

Regular Hours: M-W-F 9-5; Th 9-7; Sat. 9-3 MERRY CHRISTMAS

"The friendliest staff ready to assist
with all your quilting needs"

Fabric « Notions « Thread
Long-Arm Machine Quilting

# 110 Miles Ave
. Valley Center, KS 67147
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My Christmas Wish Is for Tradition

by Barbara Kalkis

I’m a great believer in change. Change kicks us out of the ruts of old habits. It forces
us to see things from a new perspective. It stretches our imagination. In business, it is
essential to survival. Yes, change is good. I’m all for it. But not at Christmas time.

At Christmas, I want tradition -- like heirloom family ornaments on a green tree that
is real or fake, as long as it’s green! Not red, blue, metallic silver or gold. I crowd my
house with red and (full disclosure) white poinsettias and pinecones nestle in evergreen
boughs and wreaths on every flat surface. Angel ornaments dangle next to bells just
in case Clarence in It’s a Wonderful Life was correct about bells ringing every time an
angel gets its wings.

I love houses cloaked in red, green, blue and yellow lights, interspersed with strings
of white fairy lights. (Thank you, holiday clearance sales.) These traditional colors
comfort as well as cheer me. They symbolize the enduring constancy of the Christmas
message: Peace and goodwill.

However, change has invaded Christmas holiday culture. Designers have intro-
duced decorations in colors that don’t symbolize the season. Blues morphed into aqua,
turquoise and navy. Red faded to cotton-candy pinks. Yellow invaded nature’s rich blue-
greens to become drab olive tones. Gold darkened to burnished brass and brown. Not to
be left out -- white must include hints of mint, blue, yellow and every other hue imagin-
able. It’s like trying to select a paint color for the house.

At the same time, technology has bequeathed us with programmed flashing electron-
ic lights. They dance in dizzying designs against the house. It’s like staring at a broken
neon sign.

Buzzing fans -- busily bloating electric bills -- pump up gargantuan plastic snow
people, larger-than-life elves (always scary) and deer with blank stares. Forget the kids,
it’s enough to give adults nightmares.

Technology has even consumed the Christmas card tradition. Tired of selecting the
perfect image and saying for the annual greeting card? Do you find that nothing extraor-
dinary happened in the year to make letter-writing worthwhile, let alone having some-
one read it? No problem! Simply visit a website, select a picture with moving images
and a message to match. Type the recipient’s name and address, add your credit card

Writing From Life

by Jeanette Lukowski

Following her lead

I have a friend I met a few years ago who never ceases to inspire me. We met at a
quilt guild meeting (my first time attending), and now we mostly visit and share via cell
phone messaging.

My humble beginnings as a quilter started with ﬂannel baby qu1lts I would make
for friends’ children. Then I expanded to g ‘ |
incorporate leftovers -- which my mother
called remnants -- from whatever garment I
had sewn, inspired by my grandmother who F
had crafted tied quilts for her family. My §
mother has one in a closet; the few others
which still exist are distributed among my
grandmother’s other children.)

Unlike my friend, who is a third- or even
fourth-generation quilter, I regard myself
as a self-taught quilter. Ergo, I attended
that first guild meeting to find out why quilt
guilds exist.

Only able to attend for three meetings
before the world shut down with Covid, she
and I would frequently chat on the telephone; then one day she invited me over to her
front yard for a quilt show. I returned home from the visit with one of her leftover quilt
blocks, and a new design and inspiration to chase after.

Months later, I moved out of state. Time to locate a new quilt guild!

The more I have been quilting, the more I have been learning. I feel like I could have
a trunk show for beginners, walking them through my many experiments: the polyester-
blend half-square triangles throw I made from a bag of unfinished projects rejected by
others before reaching my lap after an aunt passed; the denim-and-flannel rag-style
throw I made from a bag of someone’s denim discards; the corduroy-and-flannel rag-
style throw salvaged from another’s bin of remnants; the flannel-and-heavyweight cot-
ton quilt I made from fabric passed on from somewhere. And the table runners. And the
wall hangings. And the myriad of other projects made and gifted.

The challenges I am presented with are the most fun, though. One quilt store held
monthly meetings to share the newest fabrics, patterns and products with us. In ex-
change for attending, we were each given a coupon for a percentage off our purchase for
the next three days. I bought a bit of fabric that way. And I participated in the contest-
challenge of creating a project using a fat-quarter she provided. (We each got different
fat quarters. I assume they were from bolts she had already sold out of.) Although I
didn’t win the contest, I love the project I created!

Back to my friend. The projects she makes are masterpieces, which makes my proj-
ects feel all the more amateurish. She won a blue ribbon this past summer at the guild’s
quilt show; the photo she shared reveals its beauty.

Last week, my friend shared the photo of a bargello table-runner with lacey crotched
doilies she had tatted to represent falling snowflakes. Stunning!

I sent back a photo of my first Log Cabin block.

Will I ever reach her level?

© Jeanette Lukowski 2022. Jeanette is a mother, grandmother, teacher, and
author who lives in Mankato, MN. She is inspired by the lives of strong women.
Her email address is: writingfromlife@yahoo.com

Arma - Girard - Humbodt- Severy - Yateg Center
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number and voila! Instant card. No stamps, no hassle printing labels, no jogs to the post
office. Click, click and you are finished. Easy-peasy.

I'look at these cards once, email a thank-you and delete them. They are not real.
They are convenient.

How’s this for a change: Traditional paper Christmas cards -- purchased or hand-
made -- that can be taped to walls and doors, creating a collage of holiday images that
reflect the personalities and tastes of friends and family. I keep and re-read Christmas
letters that talk about the everyday events that made the year memorable. Photos of the
kids, the dogs, cats and — yes -- horses that relatives and friends have acquired over the
year create a link that closes distances.

It’s trendy to be innovative, bold, attention-getting, but traditions ‘center’ us. It’s like
trying a new recipe for company dinner. You can use exotic new ingredients but under-
neath the spices, garnishes and gravies, guests can relax knowing that they are eating
good old familiar chicken.

We live in a constantly changing world. We must adjust every single day. That’s life.
But, maybe this Christmas, we can cher-

ish tradition: like making a card, crafting | ") R ~ O /
- C A e W § % " )

decorations or writing a Christmas letter |{ ~ uﬂJ ) ; T~
\ ; -
: Weedl(t:f Me Forever

about the routines that are life’s real
c e A\
Machine Quilting | )

blessings.
Edge to Edge ' 408 E. Washington
Pantographs & Arma, KS 66712
Custom Quilting 620-347-8355
(Batting included bdbabcock @ckt.net
in price) .
Hours Wed-Fri 1-5, Sat 9-1

@Barbara Kalkis. Barbara is a
teacher, high-tech marketing consultant,
and author of Little Ditties for Every
Day: A Collection of Thoughts in Rhyme
and Rhythm. Contact her at BarbaraKal-
kisO1@gmail.com.

F__________-__‘

f . ) |
' 4 Golden Stitches Py
New and Vintage Fabric Shop .
| Best Prices Around for 108" Backing Tu-Flr{i(-nll-r::p mI
I . Check Out Our New Computerized Sat: 10-4 |
I =W\ ) Long arm Machine or evening by appt. |
108 N Main St. « Yates Center, KS
¢ 620-365-9470 J

h___-_________‘

!;Z Heavenly Kneads & Threads, LLC =

724 Bridge St, Humboldt KS « 620-473-2408
www.heavenlykneadsonline.com » heavenly_kneads@yahoo.com
We have great last minute  Qver 4,000 bolts of fabric, starting at $4.99/yd
Christmas ideas! R monthly speclals

Snow Days Are the Perfect 0 i i
Sew Days! Be Prepared! * 10% Off regular priced items

We've got everything you EVERY Tue3day_
. Sales do not include consignment
need for those winter merchandise

rojects!
proJ Mon-Fri 10-5, Sat 10-4

1miles west of Girard on Hwy 47 ¢ Teﬂ

3 B

omogrosswww.katsfabricstore.com

@%&

ﬂFlnd uson 932 West 47 Hwy  Girard « 620-704-8213 T;‘;“;; 5
Facebook email: kmotoole@ckt.net Sat 10-2:30

eedle

Twelve Day of Christmas

Ina Hajstack uNov 25—Dec 17 Thurs, Fri & Sat 4§
4 Weekends...Daily Specials
620-736-2942
207 Q Rd, Severy, KS Store Closed Dec. 24-25 & Jan. 1
- After Christmas Sale
North Side of 400 Hwy
East of Augusta; splits to Fredonia  D€C 27—31
or- West of Severy 2023 Needle Club begins
Mon to Sat 10-5 Jan 5 &7

Shop Online www.needlenahaystack.com
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Town and Country Cooking
By Janette Hess

A potato mash-up

Although mashed potatoes are among the most expected offerings on any holiday
table, their piping hot goodness is welcome any time of the year. Keep the celebration
going!

The recipe for Cottage Mashed Potatoes pairs russets with cottage cheese to create a
creamy, herb-laced take on traditional mashed potatoes. The dish has ample, stand-alone
flavor, so gravy absolutely is not necessary. Garlic Mashed Potatoes also deserve a spot
in any potato rotation. Garlic lovers will flock to this dish not only because it’s packed
with garlicky flavor, but also because it’s appealingly flecked with pimiento and green
onion.

Some cooks claim that no holiday feast is complete without sweet potatoes, so why
not surprise and delight family and friends with a tropical version? Featuring the flavors
of coconut and macadamia nuts, the recipe for Tropical Sweet Potatoes tastefully blurs
the line between vegetables and desserts. The dish is worthy of being served even into
January, when everyone is craving a taste of warmer climes.

Cottage Potatoes

2 pounds russet potatoes (approximately 4 large or 5 medium)

1 teaspoon salt

2 cups small-curd cottage cheese

Y5 cup sour cream

6 tablespoons melted butter, divided

2 tablespoons fresh, diced parsley

OR 1 tablespoon dried parsley
2 tablespoons freshly snipped, diced chives
OR 1 tablespoon dried chives

Y5 teaspoon garlic salt

Y5 teaspoon onion powder

Y2 teaspoon white pepper

4 cup panko bread crumbs

Paprika for garnish

Peel and quarter potatoes. Place in large cooking pot and cover with water. Add

1 teaspoon salt. Bring to boil. Reduce heat to medium low; cover and simmer until
potatoes are fork tender. Drain. While still very hot, mash potatoes completely. Quickly
add cottage cheese and continue mashing until combined. Add sour cream, 4 table-
spoons melted butter, parsley, chives, garlic salt, onion powder and white pepper; stir
to combine. Spoon into buttered or sprayed 9- by 13-inch (or similarly sized) baking
dish. Combine remaining 2 tablespoons butter with panko bread crumbs. Spread over
potatoes and sprinkle with paprika. Bake at 350 degrees for 35 to 40 minutes. Let rest at
least 10 minutes before serving. Makes 10 servings.

Garlic Mashed Potatoes

2 pounds russet potatoes (approximately 4 large or 5 medium)

4 cloves garlic

5 cups water

3 chicken bouillon cubes

Y2 cup light cream (“half-and-half”)

V4 cup butter, melted

1 2-ounce jar diced pimientos, well drained

2 to 3 green onions, tops only, thinly sliced

Salt and freshly ground pepper to taste

Peel and quarter potatoes. Place in large cooking pot. Peel garlic cloves. Add to pot

along with water and bouillon cubes. Bring to boil. Reduce heat to medium low; cover
and simmer until potatoes are fork tender. Drain and reserve cooking broth. Mash hot
potatoes and garlic. Stir in cream, melted butter, pimientos, sliced green onion tops and
freshly ground pepper. If potatoes seem too stiff, add 1 or 2 tablespoons reserved broth.
(Discard remaining broth or save for another use.) Add salt to taste. Transfer potatoes to
serving dish. Makes 8 servings.

Tropical Sweet Potatoes

Potato mixture:
2%5 pounds sweet potatoes (4 to 5 large sweet potatoes)
2 eggs
%, cup canned, unsweetened coconut milk
V4 cup butter, melted
1/3 cup brown sugar
Tropical topping:
Y2 cup chopped macadamia nuts (dry roasted with salt)
5 cup sweetened, flaked coconut
2 tablespoons brown sugar
2 tablespoons flour
2 tablespoons melted butter
Peel and quarter potatoes. Place in large cooking pot. Cover with water and bring to
boil. Reduce heat to medium low; cover and cook until tender. Drain and mash. In large
bowl, beat eggs and coconut milk. Add sweet potatoes, butter and brown sugar; beat
until smooth. Spoon into buttered or sprayed 9- by 13-inch (or similarly sized) bak-
ing dish. Combine topping ingredients and sprinkle over sweet potatoes. Bake at 325
degrees for 35 to 40 minutes. Makes 10 to 12 servings.

A trained journalist, Janette Hess focuses her writing on interest-
ing people and interesting foods. She is a Master Food Volunteer with
her local Extension service and enjoys collecting, testing and sharing

A recipes.

Burlington + Garnett - Ogawatomie + Ottawa - Pomona
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" All mistakes teach us something, A

so there are, in reality,
ho mistakes.

L -- Nikki Giovanni, poet

? Silver Threads & Golden Needles
Closed on Mondays - Shop is Still for Sale, Call for Details ¥,

Every Tuesday in December and January is Draw Your Own
Discount on Regularly Priced Fabric/Patterns
10%,15% OR 20% at the Cash Register

e-mail stgn@mchsi.com Tu-F 10-5, Sat 10-3
N\\___321 Neosho St (corner of Hwy 75) * Burlington, KS « 620-364-8233

Chris' Comer QuitShop g Ftssa 3
I Located just north of Ottawa city limits ‘a“ Brenda S

* Fabrics ¢ Patterns ¢ Notions

* Great Customer Service
» Scissors Sharpening Service Available

. Annual Holiday Sale Extended!
r -®_ Now through Dec. 10! More time for you to

. enjoy huge discounts!
-New Mystery Quilt Available Jan. 2, 2023

We Have Your Back! !
Large selection of '
108" & 118” Backing Fabric_

Closed for vacation
Dec. 24 - Jan. 2

Yellow Dog Quilt Company LLC

117 E. Franklin, Pomona, KS HOURS:
785.566.3210 Tuesday - Friday
' ) ) 9:30-5:00
Fabric - Patterns - Wide Backing Saturday
og Classes « Wool « Notions « Pre-Cuts 9:00-3:00
\ Sunday-Monday
Qucllt 7 yellowdogquiltcompany.com n Closed
3 ompany ¢
Xy P ue y el Custom Quilting Available: Threadworks Longarm Quilting

~ -
Scan==”"
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Coun niry F@'Jb MES  Fat quarters
Only 41.99

“More Yardage for your $$ at Country Fabrics”
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' Discount Prices on Quilting Cotton Fabric
L]

| » Andover » Kaufman » Marcus Brothers
: = Quilting Treasures ... and More

. facebook.com/countryfabricsks for events and sales
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Large selection
of Batting by the
yard

108 E. 5th Ave e Garnett
785-448-0003 e M-F 10-4, Sat 10-1

Happy Crafters
Over 3000 bolts of fabric | QUIH; Shop

with a huge selection of
batiks!

_— —_— — — — — —

Need a gift or a quiltina
hurry? We carry a large
selection of finished quilts for
sale. -- Or take your time and
we’ll customize colors for you.

We custom cut fabrics &
quilts. Use our fabrics or
bring us your scraps and
we can design and cut a

quilt around them.

[ Best of all? We charge for |
Looking for embroidery o qur:l;nt? iﬁ;ﬁﬁcﬁjrmm' |
patterns & floss? _notbyfheinent \

We've got you covered!

Monthly Sew Days & Classes

Tue-Fri 9-5, Sat 9-3 ¢ 913-755-4360
1935 Parker St, Osawatomie, KS
www.happycrafters.net
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Wit and Wigdom

The voice of reason
By Judyann Grant

A dense cluster of willow bushes and maple saplings at my childhood home served
as a natural clubhouse. With the help of my brothers, we cleared out the center of the
thicket. Surrounded by thick leafy foliage, that small, cleared area became a playhouse
and dreaming spot.

Fast forward the years . . . in anticipation of the arrival of grandchildren, I dreamed
of creating an outdoor play area for them, like I enjoyed as a child. To help bring my
dream to fruition, my husband brought home three spruce saplings. I envisioned the
grown trees, planted in a circle, joining their boughs to form a secluded place where our
grands could dream and play on carefree afternoons.

With great enthusiasm, I showed Don where I wanted the three trees planted. “Here,
here and here,” I announced, tapping the ground with my sneakered foot.

“That’s too close,” he said.

“No, it’s not,” I countered.

“The trees will grow into each other.”

“Look how tiny they are!” I argued, “It will take forever for them to grow large
enough to touch. By then the grands will be grown too.”

“Spruce trees grow fast,” Don said, “I’m telling you, you’re planting them too
close.” He leaned against the shovel.

A cold drizzle began to fall. Frustrated and getting wet, I fumed, “Do I need to do it
myself?”

Without another word, he spaded three spots, dropped in the tiny trees and tamped
the ground firmly around them.

Satisfied, I went in the house and fixed us lunch.

The spruce saplings were happy in their new home. They took root, quickly grow-
ing tall and thick. Within a few years their boughs entwined. Tightly. Even the youngest
grandchild couldn’t squeeze in between the branches of this impenetrable fortress.

In his youth, Don helped plant thousands of spruce trees with his Boy Scout troop.
He knew how fast they grew. He knew how far apart they should be spaced. He knew he
was right. But he let me have my way.

Back Porch Break

by Nancy Brummett
Clippin’ Through the Holidays
In this season of holiday grocery shopping and

inflated prices, we’re all focused on ways to save. %
Maybe my confession will help. My name is Nancy .
and I’m a coupon clipper. Yes, I admit it. For most / ——
of my adult life I’ve been addicted to picking up a S
pair of scissors and clipping coupons I think I might
be able to use from any and all sources. BOGOs are
a definite trigger for me (buy one get one free!), so
those never go unclipped.

Do I use these coupons? Well, sometimes! I
organize them by category and keep them in a small
purse in my car. On a good day I remember to sort
through the food coupons before going into the
grocery store and take the ones correlating to something on my list. (Of course, I'm also
guilty of buying something I didn’t really need just because I have a coupon for it, so
that may negate some of the savings I’ve accumulated over the years.)

I always try to avoid the two downfalls of the coupon clipper: letting the coupons
expire before using them or forgetting to turn valid ones in to the cashier when you
check out! I confess to being guilty of both, and yes, I’ve been so frustrated with myself
for not using a coupon that I’ve gone back to the store with the receipt and coupon in
hand and asked for a refund. It’s not the money, it’s the principle!

With food prices skyrocketing, coupons have become more of a necessity. But to
all coupon clippers everywhere, may I say the times they are a changin’! When I took
a friend recovering from surgery to do her grocery shopping, she was vigilant about
finding the items for which she had a coupon, but I never saw her hand over the coveted
clip-outs to the cashier.

“Did you forget to use your coupons?” I asked, hoping to spare her the coupon
clipper’s contrition. “Oh, they’re all on my phone so they went through automatically,”
she said. What? Yes, I’d seen the grocery store ads for mobile apps that allowed you
to access coupons, but I never imagined that practice would be so easy, or that it could
replace having clipped-out coupons completely. I stood amazed.

So now that’s my goal. Sorry, scissors. I may not be needing you as much. This
holiday season I, too, may waltz through the grocery store coupon-less, phone in hand. I
know the people behind me in line will be glad I’'m speeding up the check-out process.
They’1l no longer have to overhear the clerk telling me, “Sorry, you had to buy three to
get one free,” or “this one’s expired” as she hands the coupons back to me. My, oh my.
What will they think of next? Happy clippin’ through the holidays!

Nancy Parker Brummett is an author and freelance writer in Colorado
Springs, CO. “Like” her author page on Facebook, or to learn more about her
life and work, visit www.nancyparkerbrummett.com. Back Porch Break Now
Available! Back Porch Break The Hope of Glory A Devotional Guide for Older
Adults From Columnist Nancy Parker Brummett Order print or eBook from VO
LUMETWO

Lenexa + Overland Park + Paola

Dec. 2022/Jan. 2023 e page 17

I should have listened to the voice of reason.

God, likewise, longs to instruct us in the way that is right. He speaks to us through
His Word, through prayer and through gaining knowledge and encouragement from His
people. But, of course, we often have ideas in our head of what to do - we want to do it
our way! Unfortunately, “our way” is often the wrong way, and we are left to deal with
the consequences.

When we read God’s Word, it’s important to pay attention to our heavenly Father’s
advice. ‘Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it
says” (James 1:22 NIV).

When we pray, it’s important to remember that communing with God is not a
monologue. After we pour out our hearts to Him, it’s important that we remain quiet and
still and listen for His voice speaking to us. “I will instruct you and teach you in the
way you should go; I will counsel you with my loving eye on you” (Psalm 32:8
NIV).

Sun and water and fertile soil helped those spruce trees grow, so too, when we listen
to God’s voice, and follow His directions, we grow in faith, wisdom and knowledge of
the Lord.

(Note: It’s taken me many years to admit I was wrong about the spruce trees, but
here it is — you were right, Honey! I should have listened to you . . .!)

-Judyann Grant and her husband Don live on a few country acres in north-
ern New York where they grow vegetables, flowers and thick stands of spruce!
Contact the author at witandwisdomwriters@gmail.com

A Quilting Boutique in
Historic Downtown Spring Hill
Quality Quilting Fabric

Patterns ~ Notions
Mettler Thread ~ Longarm Services

~ Facebook LIVE Mon. 4 p.m.

= QUILTED
SUNFLOWER

FABRICS & MORE

111 S. Main St. ¢ Spring Hill, KS + 913-592-0100
M-Th 9:30-4; F-Sat 9:30-2 - After hours appts. available)

“SLI'L RED HEN 3}

N
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8 OLJILT SHOP 2

Located one block east of the
Historic Paola Square

Hours: M-F 10-5; Sat 9-3 + 7S. Agate, Paola, KS « 913-294-5230
www.lilredhenquiltshop.com « Jenny@lilredhenquiltshop.com

* Fabrics * Notions * Books
* Patterns ¢ Gift Certificates

Online shopping available

24 hours a day
Follow us on Instagram - Like us on Facebook n

Free domestic shipping on orders over $100

\

M-F 10:30-5:30
Sat-Sun 11-5

9268 Metcalf
Overland Park, KS
913-385-0614

Our inventory is generated
from buying & selling
pre-owned textiles to

provide sewing, quilting and
crafting supplies . ..

at a fraction of retail prices.

FABRIC
RECYCLES

www.fabricrecycles.com

Aps

Long Arm Machines
available for sale and
rental

Come see our new look!

H ( Check Facebook for new merchandise and sales )

o AT A N SN R
We're more than a quilt shop.
Consider us your
creative seuwing center.
The sky's the limit when it comes to y0ur
creative passion. At Prairie Point, it's our
mission to provide our customers with
products that will delight and inspire them to
take their hobby to the next level.

‘p
A

12116 W. g95th St.

Lenexa, KS 66215
913-268-3333

prairiepoint@prairiepoint.com

Join us for our many events!
UPCOMING:
Learn. Machine Appﬁque. uoith, Anud Bm.dfmd!
Saturday, February 4th
Sewo, Fun, Day
Saturday, February 18
In-Heuse Retreats & Quilt Appfma.fs monthly
Facebook £ive Thursdays at g:00 am

M, T, F 9:30-530;
W, Th 9:30-8; Sat 9:30-4
Closed Sunday
Shop with us enfine!

Www.prairiepoint.com

flo

Follow us! Find these events and more at shop.prairiepoint.com/classes
WY B A F b TR T VR L T AR
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Those Were The Days!

Psst! We dish out the inside “"Scoop”
by Jay Mark

0O.K. Today we’re really going to dish it out as I give you the inside scoop about spe-
cial tools designed to serve what is arguably America’s favorite dessert. You’ll discover
that getting ice cream out of its container can be almost as much fun as eating it.

But first, ice cream goes back to the dawn of civilization. Some say it was the
Chinese who figured out how to freeze things and subsequently created what might be
considered ice cream. But then there is evidence the ancient Egyptians were making an
ice cream-like concoction long before the Chinese.

Much later, it is said, Italy discovered the delicious dessert. And, of course, when
nearby France got hold of it, they made it their own.

Closer to home, in the United States, ice cream goes back to Revolutionary America.
We know Dolly Madison dished out the frozen delight in the White House. With the
introduction of the home-use, hand crank ice cream freezer in 1846, anyone could turn
out a decent pint or two.

It was natural for drug store soda fountains, which came along in the 1850s, to add
ice cream to their menu. With so many people clamoring for this delightful treat, a new
challenge arose -- how to easily and efficiently get ice cream from a container to a dish.
Initially, spoons were used. But they proved to be inefficient and hard work.

The first patent for a mechanical ice cream scoop was awarded in 1878 to William
Clewel of Reading, Pennsylvania. This may be the time to note that the early serving
devices were called by several names. In his patent application, for example, Clewel
described his invention as an “Ice Cream Measure and Mould.” Later, other inventors
labeled their mechanical appliances as “disher,” “dipper,” “scoop,” and “spoon” for
non-mechanical servers.

Believe it or not “scoop” is a relatively modern name for the more traditional term
“disher.”

Clewel’s pioneering concept for a device that could dish a measured and shaped
amount of ice cream would ultimately lead to nearly 250 patents being issued before
WW II. That’s a good enough number to form a collection.

Most 19" century scoops were two-handed affairs -- conical shaped with an inside
blade that was rotated from the top to scrape the frozen treat from the walls of the bowl,
leaving an appealing cone shaped serving. Sensing there was a more efficient way of
serving ice cream than with a spoon, African-American hotel porter, Alfred L. Cralle,
was one of the first to introduce the one-hand concept with his 1896 patent application.
By the 1890s, more complex mechanisms that allowed for one-handed operation were
being awarded patents.

The 1890s also saw the introduction of the recognizable bowl-shaped scoops. And,
by the 20™ century, inventors were coming up with more imaginative ideas in the forms
of complex mechanisms and odd shapes -- pie a la mode, banana split, heart to be
served in special heart-shaped dishes, cylindrical, bullet, tubular and more. But the most
popular form was the ball -- a perfect fit for filling the top of an ice cream cone that, by
the way,
was intro-
duced at
the 1904
St. Louis
World’s
Fair.

An
indication
of the
popular-
ity and
demand
for ice
cream
dishers
are the
number
of manu-
facturers that emerged to produce them. While many started up in the 1920s, between
the 19th century and the present day, 56 companies have been documented as producers
of ice cream scoops. Raymond Gilchrist, one of the most recognized names in scoop
manufacturing, began making dippers in about 1907. His company grew to be the larg-
est maker of scoops. The Gilchrist #33 Pyramid Disher was patented in 1910 and was
designed to serve ice cream in a fancy shape on a plate.

The novel, nickel-over-brass IcyPi disher was created by James Denaro, an Italian
immigrant ice cream cone manufacturer, who in the mid-1920s began making a 3-sided
wafer “box” to hold a square of ice cream, for his novel ice cream sandwich. Ultimately
17 patents were issued for ice cream sandwich dispensers.

If you are intrigued, ice cream dippers are a relatively inexpensive collectible.
Depending on rarity, mechanical ice cream scoops can range in value from about under
$10 to about $100...depending on rarity. It’s best if they are clean and mechanically
sound, still serviceable and fun to use pieces of history.

Hint: In most scoops, you will find a number on the scraper blade. It indicates how
many measured scoops will be dished from a quart of ice cream. Most are in the range
of 6 to 40 scoops, which explains why ice cream servers are found in a variety of sizes.

A Good Book: Ice Cream Dippers, written and published by Wayne Smith in 1986,
is a slim volume, but a most comprehensive, scholarly history of this intriguing appli-
ance. It is a thoroughly researched and illustrated account of the evolution of ice cream
SCoOps.

Virtually an antique himself, Jay Mark, a nearly half-century antiques business
veteran and historian owns Those Were The Days!, an online specialty bookstore. He
also teaches, lectures and frequently writes about antiques and history. Reach him at
jaymark@twtdbooks.com

A collection of 20 ice cream dishers that include early cone styles, ball scoops,
spoons, and two ice cream sandwich dishers in the center. Photo: Jay Mark
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Countrgberries Designs

Christmas Gnome

This pattern is free for you to use.
Please give the artist credit.
Not for commercial use.

Enlarge this pattern to your desired size.
Paint on wood or canvas. You can also
applique in wool or cotton and embroider
the details.
You can do punchneedle or rug hooking
techniques too.

Whatever craft you choose, have fun!

Designed by Kathy Graham

Please note: Due to last year's fire, our shop is open for special events,
by chance or by apppointment.
Follow Countryberries on our website or on Facebook.

Cou ntrgberries e

Whimsies and necessaries for your country home and garden
330 North Road Deerfield, NH 03037  [§{
603-463-7615 www.countryberries.com Like us on Facebook

Shopping Opportunities
1st & 3rd Weekends
December 3-4 (closed Christmas weekend)
January 7-8 & 21-22
Sat. 9am -5 pm
Sun. 1 pm -4 pm
Check us out on Facebook
online at www.windowboxcottage.com

1677 Jackrabbit RD, Hiawatha
785-741-0012

Where Yesterday’s Memories . . . ” /”({.(/{{(), ) ( )b//(:p{('é/ﬂf & ,??ﬂg

Become Todays Treasures

IFTS AND COLLECTIBLES

Featuring 3 Buildings ~ Merry Christmas ._

LS . . & Happy New
e have fhat of Furniture & Antiques | rom allof

AGEGP GOODNESS- b

{  special and unique Plus 32 Vendor Booths us to all of you! g%
 Christmas gift you've Search for that Fabulous Find ... May your 2023 - XN ¢
s, been looking for! We're Reinventing Horton be Blessed!

132 West 8th « Horton KS Hours
785-487-4438  T-F10-5 Sat 10-2

Quilters’ Wishing you
\Paradise Happy Holidays!!

713 8th Street We will be closed Christmas Eve, Christmas Day,
New Year's Eve and New Year's Day. Please call

if you are coming between Christmas & New Years
Thank you for your support of

www.quiltingfabricsupply.com --- 713 8th St, Baldwin City, KS 66006
quiltfabsupply@yahoo.com - 785-594-3477 - OPEN M-F 10-5, Sat. 10-2:30
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The gift of tea

Christmas and gifts go together like a cup and a saucer. So why not give the gift of
tea this holiday season? Your tea gift could be an invitation to come for tea, to share tea
in a tearoom, to deliver tea, or to mail a tea party in a box. I enjoy giving and receiving
tea in all these ways.

Come for TEA

Sharing hospitali-TEA in my home is my favorite way to give the gift of tea. My
recipe for a memorable teatime includes: a pretty setting, tasty tidbits and a relaxed time
to chat.

For easy hosting, sometimes I order the food from a local tearoom. Other times I buy
special foods from the market such as mini croissants, chicken salad and fancy desserts.
This gives me more time to set a lovely table and relax with my guests.

No time to invite someone for a festivi-TEA this December? Consider a coupon gift
for a cuppa’ tea in the New Year. That will extend the holidays for both of you. For a
very dear friend, you could even give the coupon in a teacup.

Go Out for TEA

Taking someone to a tearoom for tea makes a sweet and generous gift. My husband
and | have enjoyed taking our granddaughters to tea since they were old enough to hold
a teacup -- and now they’re 12 and 19!

During the holidays, my Sweet-TEA and I gift each other with a jaunt to one of our
favorite tearooms. Their festive settings, special menus, and our time together create
warm, lingering memories. Plus, I gather ideas for serving tea at home, such as the
recipe included for Tree-mendous Treats made with pretzel sticks and melted mint bak-
ing chips.

Par-TEA to Go

Brighten the life of someone who is unable to get out by delivering a par-TEA.
Make arrangements with them and pack everything you need in a basket or box. I use
a soft cooler with straps and fill it with teacups, delicious foods, tea, and a tablecloth or
placemats. Sometimes I bring a small gift or flowers. Then we enjoy tea together.

I’ve delivered and served tea to friends in their homes, in hospitals and in retirement
communities. It cheers their day and mine.

Mail a Par-TEA

This fun idea works well for out-of-town friends or relatives. Last Christmas I
mailed my Arizona pen pal a tea party in a box. It included a few decorations, holiday
paper plates and napkins, assorted teas, hot chocolate mix and candy-cane stirrers, her
favorite cookies (see recipe for Everyone’s Favorite Cookies), a scone mix and jam, and
a book of Christmas stories, which included one of mine. The note inside said: “Wish I
could serve you tea in person. Since I can’t, here’s a tea party in a box.” I added my tea-
time blessing: “Dear God, as we fill our teacups, fill our hearts with love, joy and peace.
As the tea warms our bodies, may Your presence warm our hearts and friendship.”

Would you like to gift someone with tea -- in person, in a tearoom, to go or by mail?
Or give a coupon to share one or more of these tea gifts in the future? Whenever you
give a gift to someone, you’re also giving yourself a gift, because “it is more blessed to
give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). God bless us everyone!

Lydia E. Harris is a tea enthusiast, grandmother of five, and author of In the Kitchen
with Grandma: Stirring Up Tasty Memories Together and Preparing My Heart for
Grandparenting. Her books are available at Amazon.
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From Lydia’s Recipe File: Tree-mendous Treats
These pretzel Christmas trees taste yum-
my and make cute toppers on mini-cupcakes, |3
muffins, tarts, or even a birthday cake for

Jesus! Fun, festive, and easy to make.

Ingredients:

small pretzel sticks (about 3 inches long)

mint baking chips or green candy melts

sprinkles or crushed candy canes for
decorations

Directions

Line a baking sheet with waxed paper. Lay pretzel sticks on sheet at least four inches
apart.

Melt mint chips in a small microwave-safe bowl for 30 seconds, then stir. Continue
to heat, 15 seconds at a time, until chips are completely melted.

Place a small plastic bag in an empty coffee mug and fold the top of the bag over the
side to hold it in place.

Carefully spoon melted chips into the plastic bag.

Remove the bag and twist-tie it closed.

Cut off the tip of a bottom corner of the bag to make a very small hole.

Gently squeeze melted chips onto a pretzel to create Christmas tree branches. Start
halfway up, leaving 1% inches for the tree trunk.

Use a back-and-forth motion to make a triangle shaped tree.

Immediately add sprinkles or other decorations. Refrigerate pretzels until firm, then
peel off the paper.

Repeat the process to make more trees. Use trees for cupcake toppers or eat them as
a treat.

If you frost cupcakes white and add grated coconut and stand the trees in them, it

Frankfort - Holton + Seneca - Valley Falle
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looks like the trees are standing in snow.
Yield: 1/4 cup baking chips makes about 5 trees. 18 candy melts make 8§ trees.

Everyone’s Favorite Cookies (Brun Kaker)

(From Lydia’s cookbook: In the Kitchen with Grandma, page 158.) For special
holidays, add a few colorful sprinkles before baking. The key ingredient is golden syrup
(available online and at some grocery stores).

Prep time: 15 minutes
Baking time: 15 to 20 minutes for each baking sheet of cookies

Ingredients
1 cup butter, softened
1 cup granulated sugar
2 T. powdered sugar
2 T. golden syrup (e.g. Lyle’s)
1 tsp. vanilla
2 cups flour
1 tsp. baking soda

Directions

Preheat the oven to 350°.

In a large bowl, cream together the butter, sugars, golden syrup, and vanilla.

In a medium-sized bowl, combine the flour and baking soda.

Add the dry ingredients to the creamed mixture, 1 cup at a time. Mix until blended.
You may want to mix it by hand.

Divide the dough in half. Form each part into 2 long rolls, about 172 inches around.

Place 2 rolls of dough on an ungreased baking sheet. Bake the cookies for 15 to 20
minutes, or until the rolls have flattened and are lightly browned.

Remove the cookies from the oven and place the cookie sheet on a cooling rack.
Using a pizza cutter or knife, cut each rope into diagonal strips 1-inch wide. Allow the
cookies to cool slightly before moving them from the pan to cooling racks. When cool,
store the cookies in a covered container.

Makes 3 to 4 dozen cookies.

“Making Quilting Affordable”
e Quality Cotton Quilting Fabric
Including Grunge, White on White
and Blenders
Starting at $3.99/yard
 Over 200 Different
Widebacks - $11/yard
« Classes
 Long arm Quilting Services
« APQS Longarm Dealer

408 SYCAMORE STREET
VALLEY FALLS KS
785-231-4145
Hours: Fri-Sat 10-5
Other Hours by Appointment

Like us on Facebook

— — " ]
ift Baskets Available -- Fudge Shipped Daily
-- Gifts for the Entire Family!
FREE gift wrapping.

NEW Winter Merchandise arriving! Cute Boutique
Items for the ladies, Signs, Melissa & Doug Items,
Pottery, Frames, Candles, Lotions & Soaps, Baby
Items, Kitchen Gadgets, Gourmet Food Section,
K-State Ice Cream ... and so much more!! Elsie
Grace’s Dry Food Mixes! FAMOUS for our FUDGE -- @

Elsie Grace's:

Mon-Fri 9-5, Sat 9-3
123 N. Kansas,
Frankfort, KS « 785-292-4438

Special Holiday Shopping Events
Dec. 3 - 24th Annual Pajama Party
Dec. 10 - Give a Gnome a Home
Dec. 17 - Tick Tock - Shopping Days
are Numbered

Ask for a Sample! Now Serving Lunch Tu-Fri &
FRESH PIE gveryday!

Cob HFollow us on Facebqo.k

The Sewfari Quilting Co.
Holton, KS
, Longarm Quilting & Machine Rental

Like us on
Facebook

Becky Andreasen
Phone: 875-766-1969
sewfariquilting@gmail.com

APQS

Certified APQS
Sales and Service

Your EVERYTHING & MORE STORE
We welcome you to come experience everything
Seneca Variety has fo offer!

Quality Fabric, Notions, Crafting ltems,
Toys, Gifts and More!

") 5th Weekend Fabric Sales o Dec. 30 & 31

20% off all fabric, precuts, patterns

25% off if you finieh the bolt
Prize Drawing

“Going to Bali” Batiks Quilt Class

Learn 3 new blocks. Class size limited to 6.
Jan. 14, 28, & Feb. 11
Call for Details

° X[ “Everything & More

425 Main St. - Seneca. KS
n 785-336-6/26

Hours: M-F 8:30-5:30, Sat: 8:30-4
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Christmas Word Search
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By Sheila Tinkham

I sew
One stich at a time
Sewing a new quilt

Sewing a new life
One patch at a time
One seam
Another patch
Another thread

The time ebbs by,
I am at peace
My needle threaded
My heart calm and serene
I sew

A new quilt
A new life
I sew and sew far into the night
A new found delight meets my eyes
I sew
My life made anew
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Grinch
Holly
Jingle
Jolly
Merry

Mistletoe Presents

Movies

Believe
Candy
Cheer
Cocoa
Faith

Reindeer
Rejoice
Rudolph
Santa

Naughty
Noel
Peace

Snowman Sheila Tinkham lives in Lincoln, NE. She started

quilting when she sprained her ankle and fell in
love with the process of sewing and the focused
peacefulness of making and designing quilts.
Writing is her passion and she has self-published
three poetry books. You can follow her on Twitter
at SheilaTinkham.

Stockings
Winter
Wisemen

Classes & Supplies
¢ Knitting & Crochet

Cross-Stitch ¢ Felting & Weaving

n Gift Certificates Make
Great Gifts!
Y armn New Polish Pottery Now In!

Hours M-Tu-W-F 11-3, Sat 11-2 Closed Th, Sun

Call 785-608-5805 for Dec. & Jan. Hours
Fairlawn Plaza Mall - Topeka

Yak
2

785-272-YARN (9276) - www.yaknyarn.net

Craft-ee Crafters CRAPT MALEY)

Located a few blocks south off Hwy 24 in North Topeka \
(785) 233-9901 « 1947 N Topeka Blvd, Topeka KS N

Happy New Year from Craft-ee Crafters | 3 f

Find that special Christmas gift at Craft-ee Crafters
* Holiday Décor * Lots of Grinch Christmas Items
* Handmade Crafts « Gifts  Jewelry
e Tin & Farm Items ¢ Pulled Canvas Art Featuring Farm Scenes
* Repurposed Items ¢ Decorative Kitchen Towels
* McCall’s Candles
* Antiques & Collectibles ° Lots of Gnomes
* Creative Home Dips * Salsas * Homemade Candies & Cookies
» New Vendors with New & Different Items
¢ Check out what’s new for Christmas in our Boutique

Mon-Thu: 10-5:30, Fri: 10-5, Sat: 10-4, Dec. 24 & 31: 10-2 tmg

Closed for the Holidays: Dec. 25 - 26 & Jan. 1-2 X \\\‘”’F &
www.CrafteeCraftersCraftMall.com R0/
— qu <
120 Vendors Booth Space We accept Visa, MasterCard V/SA SAEPY 23
5400 sq. ft. Available! and Discover and we offer gift m@

cards and lay-a-ways

* Quilt Connection
FULL-SERVICE QUILT SHOP

featuring classes and personal attention
Drop by the shop - or visit us Online!
Open Tues - Sat 10 am to 5 pm
785-665-7841
900 Maple, Overbrook KS
Celebrating 23 years in Business! *

: Inventory Reduction Sale

December 15-31

Join Us for Our
2023 BOM

www.overbrookquilts.com

WESTMORELAND

in us in
RV Park and C.am}:)grouncl Wg:fm rselan d
_ _ f':uHHool(u S, 0
' WifiNow /\UaiEaHe for our annual
TR £ N Christmas
BT Su>L We  nen celebration
) Ncﬂn“c c/nt Main bi’ on HWH 99 Sat. Dec. 3
)?8}—1-?}’—550]-vues’tfjc.lty@bhe\-'auey.ne’t Detail d
Now [’)oo!( om|inc at www,otr\-'!:)ar!(,cc_)m e a' s an

schedule on the
Westmoreland
Area Chamber
webpage for
schedule and
activity details.

The West Pharm

Old Fashioned Soda Fountain

Try our Ice Cream

We are eager and excited to meet
and serve the
pharmacy needs of the
Westmoreland Community
* We take most all insurance

402 Main * 785-457-3611
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t’s Party Time With Legley
by Lesley R. Nuttall

The holiday season is approaching, and as we haven’t been able to do much party-
ing over the past couple of years, I suggest it’s time for us to start by easing back into
some fun! The magic of Christmas can be fun, the excitement and above all else, the
memories we make! Entertaining should be fun! I’ve always been known to be a very
organized person, which is likely because I’'m a Capricorn, and lucky for me, that’s one
of the traits of a Capricorn!

As Christmas is on Sunday this year, |
would like to suggest a mingling cocktail
party on Friday, December 23 from 7 to
11 p.m., or a time of your choosing. I am
suggesting this because some families
plan their traditional customs on Christ-
mas Eve or Christmas day.

Planning is a big part of any success-
ful party. Sit down with a pen and paper
and plan how many guests you intend
to invite. The biggest decision is usually
what food to serve. Here, I would suggest
finger foods, as guests are able to serve themselves from a special table or counter you
set up.

Any number of foods are suitable for this type of party, hot or cold such as: As-
sorted crackers and cheese; a tray of bite size vegetables and dip; a cold meat tray with
buns; you could add some appetizers from the frozen section of the supermarket to heat
and serve; if you have time, it is always nice to have some homemade choices, such as
deviled eggs; or bacon and cheese balls (recipe included). You could add some of your
own choices as well.

Plan your beverage list to include, wine, a non-alcohol beverage, soft drinks and
bottled water.

A plate of homemade dainties would be perfect to satisfy anyone craving sweets!

A good time to serve the food would be around 8:30 to 9 p.m.

For a decorative edible table center, I have used the following arrangement: It looks
like a ball of different colored fruit. Use an orange or an apple for the base and place it
in a low bowl.

Arrange bite size pieces of fruit -- such as, grapes, strawberries, pineapple or melon
balls on a fancy cocktail pick, or a plain toothpick, and stick each one in and all over the
apple or orange. It makes a beautiful table center, and people can nibble throughout the
night.

To be completely organized, now would be the time to sort out your serving trays or
platters. For a festive, more Christmas look, you could cover them with silver tinfoil.
Will you use your good china side plates or use Christmas paper plates. Decide on the
glassware you want to use as well. Of course, napkins are a must, as well as silverware
and condiments.

On party night, arrange to have some low Christmas music playing and soft lighting
for ambiance, and enjoy your own party too!

I’'m always so thankful for the love and friendship of family and friends! Enjoy a
blessed Christmas with your loved ones, and Merry Christmas to all!

Bacon Cheese Balls

1 cup mozzarella cheese

1 cup cheddar cheese

2 tubs/ bricks (227 g) Philadelphia cream cheese

Y5 teaspoon onion powder

1 cup bacon small bits, cooked

Leave cream cheese out for an hour to soften. Whip to make smooth. Grate moz-

zarella and cheddar cheese and add to cream cheese. Add onion power and bacon bits,
combine well. Form into small balls. It helps to have your hands damp to keep from
sticking. If it’s too sticky, add more grated cheese. Cover with plastic wrap, and chill.
Will last for several days. Yield: 25 to 30 balls

Lesley is the Author of Secrets of Party Planning. She also loves to write poetry,
and lives in Thunder Bay ON, Canada with her husband.

e Happy NewW
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Free Pattern

For more fun and creative inspiration visit:

www.JacquelynneSteves.com

Free Embroidery Pattern —May
not be sold or used for
commercial purposes. Use this
pattern for embroidery, wool
applique, punch needle or rug
hooking, painted projects or
whatever your imagination can
dream up! Reduce or enlarge
pattern as desired.
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EXIT NOW QUILTING STUDIO

1929 Rd 175 (Old Highway 50) « Emporia KS
I-35 exits 138 or 141

+ Longarm Quilting Service « Quilting & Needlework Classes

Do you have rulers & templates you don’t know how to use?
: Call us! We Can help you!

> "'"' 2 “A Working Studio - We put the WOW in Quilting”

. - - —_ - - -

E2E Patterns
finished in just weeks! \]

— —
e e = e

'Kessler Kreations &
‘ Backdoor Quilting

——

| 805 western Heights, Hillsboro, KS T }\l?gudrs';‘h
i il+i ues, Yved, 1 hurs
' [ Machine Quilting & Custom 2:30-5

\ Quilt Making

We will stitch your project from
Beginning to End -- and any

n stage in between!

or by appointment
Call or text to schedule
an appointment!
Marie: 620-382-6448
Neva: 620-386-0719

¢ Custom T-shirt Quilts
j Hours: N\
—— “,\/\\ ‘\Jfa" 3_=_ Tues-Fri 10-5:30 Sat 10-4
‘-—"é:-‘ - g ‘:_-C H -
T TGt shop, LLP - e Fabric
* Notions

Retirement Sale
Dec. 1-15 -- 50% off
Dec. 16-31 -- 75% off

329 E. MAIN, MARION KS + (620) 382-2020
LIKE us on Facebook facebook.com/SewWhatQuiltShop J

The Shop will be
closing Dec. 31. Thank
you for your support. We
have enjoyed serving you.

102 S. Main » McPherson

620-241-2986
stitchesquilt@yahoo.com
Quilt Shop (. N

four fum, friendly quilyfshop.” Thanks to Everyone f?r
e Fabric e Notions the great Shop I:Iop.
e Ask About Our Classes | ©Great Fall and Christmas

Call for information fabric still available.
We can work around your schedule \ J

Mon-Fri: 9-5, Sat: 9-3

“ Like Us on Facebook Open late 1st Thursday of each month

Calico Rose

Fabrics and Quailts

Hours: Wednesday - Saturday 10-5
319 Broadway « Cottonwood Falls, KS
620-273-6020 « prairie-maid@sbcglobal.net

Please Follow Us on Facebook ﬁ I'E
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Building Harmony . ...

Ghosts of Christmases past
by Jeff Cappis

“I’m afraid we’re going to have to face it this year,” I told my wife, Cathy. “It’s
pretty much just us for Christmas.”

Cathy was disappointed, but she understood. The children were grown with other
family commitments, and the grandchildren were busy celebrating Christmas with their
friends. Even her brothers and sisters had scattered around the country, so she rarely got
to see them. This just happened to be one of those years that things didn’t work out.

We talked about past Christmases when our now-adult children were small and the
same about our grandchildren. Lots of memories. Maybe that’s one of the things that
Christmas is about. We have lots.

The more we thought about it, though, the more Cathy started to look ahead. Are
traditional Christmases behind us? She didn’t want to become an obligation that the
family had to endure each year. Even more, she didn’t want us to become the invitees at
someone else’s place where we were the subject of polite and friendly conversation on
Christmas Day. Sort of ghosts of Christmases past.

Wow. What a downer. We reminded ourselves that maybe that’s the way things go
this year, but there will still be others yet. Also, we do still have our families all year
round and Christmas, after all, can sometimes be just another day of the year. Maybe we
could curl up with a fire and a movie. A glass of wine and a hot tub wouldn’t be a bad
idea either. (I loved that idea.) So, we settled into that thought.

I could tell this all still weighed on Cathy, though. I tried to think of ways to make it
special for her. Hang mistletoe? Balloons? Bake a cake? Hmm. I’d think of something,
I guess.

As Christmas got closer, we both started getting the usual excitement. Guess it was
a habit. We decorated the house and put up a tree. All the presents we got for everyone
were wrapped, labelled and bowed. But it all felt so hollow.

“Since no one is going to be here, we might as well FedEx the presents to everyone,”

Cathy said bitterly.

Then came the day. Christmas Day. Cathy got up first. Mostly because I was snor-
ing. She looked around. Merry Christmas she said to herself. She got me up. We each
opened a present, shared a cup of
coffee, read the news, then got tired
and took a nap. Merry Christmas. At
about 11:00, the dog scratched at the
door to go outside. He didn’t make it.
Merry @%3$&*% Christmas.

Now, before you get so depressed
about this Christmas story that you
want to go hang yourself, just wait.

I have to remind you that the day
wasn’t over yet.

The fire was warm, and the movie
was good. After two hours of curling
i up together, we were pretty cramped
) up. My arms and legs had fallen
asleep.

Cathy said, “Well, it’s four
o’clock. If we have a bite to eat and
get the hot tub out of the way, we can be in bed and asleep by eight.

“Not the Christmas I imagined,” I replied.

Cathy looked sad. Then, right on cue, as if God himself had planned it, a bed and
breakfast minibus pulled up to our house. When the doorbell rang, Cathy and I an-
swered.

“I’ve got the guests for your bed and breakfast,” the driver said.

“This isn’t a bed and breakfast,” Cathy explained.

He showed her the address on his order
sheet. It was ours alright. A group of elderly I
people got out and started to unload their lug-
gage.

“That’s the right address, but this isn’t a
bed and breakfast!”

The driver just shrugged.

From the Ghosts
of
Past, Presex\g_l, & Future

Merry Christmas

UILTING
TATION

When Cathy began to protest, a man in the Pnln la le te Lu D te Ln D D D D D]
back stood up and said,” But Jeff promised us ‘ras
a free stay!” - Longarm Quilting

The voice was familiar. Cathy knew that Service
voice. It was her brother, Mick. She’d only - Wide Quilt Backin g
seen him twice since he moved to the east Eabric X
coast. Next to him was her other brother,

- Giftware

Jimmy, and her sisters, Emiline, Mary and
Bertha. All her brothers and sisters were there!
She couldn’t believe it!

There were hugs and kisses all around.
Cathy hadn’t looked that happy in a long time.
I paid the driver as they all went inside, and
the house turned into an instant party. (Told
you I’d think of something.)

The hours flew by as they all caught up on
what they’d been doing with their lives. We
shared stories, sang Christmas songs and the
wine flowed. Cathy and I scratched up stuff in

Do you have quilt
tops that need to
be quilted? | would
love to quilt them
for you.
e e
212 E. Iron, Salina, KS

Abilene + Chapman - Salina
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Mick said, “I’m in the same boat you are in. My daughter is off with her husband’s
family this year, so I didn’t even get to see the grandkids.”

“Same here,” said Emiline. “Used to be my house was full at Christmas. I’d be
cleaning that place for a week.”

“At least you have kids,” said Mary.

Jimmy nodded.

Bertha said, “I live next door to my daughter, and she can’t make it over. She never
does.”

“Do you realize,” Cathy added, “That this is the first time in almost 50 years that
we’ve all been together for Christmas?” She paused, then said quietly, “If Mom and Dad
were here, we’d have the whole family together again.”

They all got quiet. Then Mick smiled and pulled a DVD from his inside jacket
pocket. “They are,” he explained, “I had all of Dad’s home movies digitized and put on
this disk.”

The room got noticeably more exited as I put the disk in our DVD player. In no time,
there were Cathy’s parents. They were playing with the kids, opening presents and shar-
ing a Christmas dinner. At one point, Cathy’s parents both looked into the camera and
mouthed the words “Merry Christmas.”

I thought Cathy was going to melt. For a short while, she got to go back to past
Christmases with her original family and relive those moments she thought were long
gone. She felt the magic of Christmas again and it brought a tear to my eye, seeing her
heart open up the way it did. This Christmas was beyond special. For her, it was almost
spiritual.

Now, we did have normal family Christmases for years after that and they were
good. But, as far as Christmas went, that year -- well, screw the kids -- that one was for
us.

© 2022 Jeff Cappis jcappis@telus.net

.. Marshall LUCky Chal"m QUiltS

Chapman, KS
785-922-6190 Just off I-70 between Junction City & Abilene

Hop into Lucky Charm :;fattlks
Quilts for the L oouons
Cabin Fever Shop Hop q| ° 108" Wide Backing
| New BOM starts in January: Bee Humble,
Fehruary 13-18 | Wool Applique on Flannel. Designed by

Vicki McCarty. Hours:

M-F: 10-5 Sat: 9-1

4 N
Your one-stop shop for

Kansas-made foods and gifts.
Grab a coffee and browse our
wide variety of Kansas-made

products.

2323 Fair Rd., Abilene KS » 785-263-1111

Fair RD Exit on I-70 across from Love's

the kitchen to make a pretty good dinner. We
all laughed hard and told funny stories about
each other.

That evening the talk turned to the way
Christmas was changing.

(corner of 4th & Iron)
Tues-Sat Noon til 4:30 pm
Or call for appointment
785-493-5625

\ Hours: M-F 7 am - 5:30 pm; Sat & am-3pm

Material Girls __Fabric Notions
“Home of the Brights”  Check Out Our Assembled Kits -

in Historic Downtown Abilene many to choose from
" 306 N Buckeye, Abilene, KS 67410 We ca"y a Large

785-263-7787 N
Q?,f/“\‘?t Selection of
™. Cowboy-theme Fabric

www.facebook com/Material GirlsQuiltShopAbileneKS
WWW LlsyLomf'bhn[)f'lekual(rulSQllllt

, Sewing Machines -
& Vacuums 2l

‘ Sales & Service k=

or embroidery
all brands

machine under
Check out our

Put a new
E Brother sewing
= your tree this
Christmas
We service and repair
expanding
fabric line
Hours: M-Th 9-6; Sat 9-3, closed Friday & Sunday
1833 S. 9th « Salina * 785-823-1515
In Kraft Manor Shopping Center

RECAR
Simplicity

Like Our Facebook

page and keep track of 3
all of our Specials!!! n
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

When making a road trip, always call ahead to
confirm times and dates. We make every attempt
to provide accurate information, but there are
instances when things change. Always check
weather conditions and travel safe.

November 2022
25-Dec. 17...Twelve Days of Christmas, Needle in a Haystack, Severy, p. 15

December 2022
1-15...Retirement Sale, Sew What Quilt Shop, Marion, p. 21
3...24"% Annual Pajama Party, Elsie Grace’s, Frankfort, p. 19
10...Give a Gnome a Home, Elsie Grace’s, Frankfort, p. 19
16-31...Retirement Sale, Sew What Quilt Shop, Marion, p. 21
27 - Feb. 4 .. End of the Year/New Year’s Sale, Clark’s Fabric Shop, Kiowa, p.9

January 2023
1-31 ... New Year’s Sale, Clark’s Fabric Shop, Kiowa, p.9
14, 28, & Feb. 11 “Going to Bali” Batiks Quilt Class, Seneca Variety, Seneca, p.19
20-31...Sew Cozy Heartland Shop Hop, Various, p. 13

February 2023
4...Learn to Machine Applique with Amy Bradley, Prairie Point Quilt & Fabric

Shop, Lenexa, p.17
13-18...Cabin Fever Shop Hop, Various, p.13
18...Sew Fun Day, Prairie Point Quilt & Fabric Shop, Lenexa, p. 17

March 2023
20-25...AQS Show in Branson, MO, 2023 Quilter’s Motor Coach Trip by Pack and
Go Tours p. 23

April 2023
April & May...2" Annual All Kansas & Nebraska Shop Hop, Various, p. 13

November 2023
1-5...Houston Intl. Quilt Show, 2023 Quilter’s Motor Coach Trip by Pack and Go
Tours p. 23

Calendar of Eventg - Internet - Junction City - Travel

Facebook Live ¢ Directory of Advertising Shops
These are the ones we know; more will be added as we discover them. If you are an advertis-
ing shop who hosts a scheduled Facebook Live program, let us know so we can include you.
Monday:
2 p.m. - Quilter’s Paradise
4 p.m. -- The Quilted Sunflower - weekly
Tuesday:
6 p.m. -- Make It Sew, Quilter's HQ, weekly
7 p.m. -- Facebook Live Flash Sale, Birds of a Feather Quilt Shop, weekly
Thursday:
9:00 a.m. -- Prairie Point Quilt & Fabric, weekly
Friday:
9 a.m. -- Yellow Dog Quilt Shop, weekly
1 p.m. -- Charlotte’s Sew Natural, weekly
5:30 p.m. -- “Come As You Are” Sales Party, Wool Market and DIY School, weekly
Saturday:
9 a.m. -- Overbrook Quilt Connection (2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th Sats.)
9:30 a.m - Overbrook Quilt Connection (1st Sat.)
Look for updated Directory in each issue of The Country Register. You can have Facebook
remind you when an event is starting -- great for those times when a shop posts an unsched-
uled Facebook Live event.

Papa Baldy’s
Jumbo Mushroom Popcorn
Locally Grown in McPherson, KS

It's All About the Popcorn

Now Available in our Online Store at
www.papabaldys.com
Also Available in Retail Stores.
See our Facebook page to find a
location near you!

Also selling bulk to popcorn vendors.
Call 620-241-7997 for more information!

POPPIN® SNACKS

PAPA BALDY’S

POPCORN
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From My Farm
By Donna Jo Copeland, farmeress

Just Flat Out Thankful

Sitting at my kitchen table on the last day of September it’s hard to visualize Novem-
ber. The past few fall days here in south central Indiana have been story book, nearly
perfect. Dry breezes to hasten the crops, one more hay cutting, no frost yet. Roses,
asters, sunflowers and mums still flourish. You want a heavy wool sweater for morning
chores, a tank top at noon and the sweater again at eventide.

Of course, with fall, approaching winter, comes the very long list of chores to be
done NOW. Windows to close, winter curtains to hang, wood stove and flue to check,
another load of firewood, barn to tighten up, one more load of hay. Then there are still
fleeces from the spring shearing to skirt, wash, dye, spin and then knit, hook and weave.
Plotting the last few warps for Lady Mary in the loom house before the weather turns
too cold to weave in there.

For the chickens -- the window needs replaced, more plastic on the door, clean out
and new shavings on the floor, new straw in the laying boxes. Dress those three young
roosters.

The sheep list includes barn cleaning and tightening up, roof check, hoof trim and
water tank heaters checked.

Bunny barn needs wind proofed, cages cleaned, winter water dishes washed and put
out.

Dog houses need cleaned, new winter beds.

And as for me, check canned goods and staples, air out wool blankets and flannel
sheets. I am the end of the chore list. Farmeresses always are.

Yes, there is a great deal of activity, but there is also gold in Indian Summer days,
the winding down of fall, the call of winter. The fogs and mists are denser, deeper
shadows. Pumpkins and dried corn stalks decorate porches. We pause and should give
thanks.

Being mindful of our blessings is nearly a lost art these days. Oh, I can hear my
grandparents in those words. False sense of deserving and greed seem to be upper most
in the minds of most people. They have forgotten how to understand and appreciate
simple blessings. The vivid colors in a leaf as it floats down to the ground, big fluffy
clouds on the horizon, the fragrance of decaying leaves in the crisp morning air. And |
am so thankful for my animals, those big eyes, tail wags, soft baas and snuggles. The
old phrase, may you aways have enough, resonates through my soul and for the most
part has been lost in the echoes of time.

In the eyes of the world, I have very little. I am extremely thankful for what I do
have, the life I have made. Not been an easy path. My animals, my health, my talents,
my friends and family see me through. As one of my guild sisters on my birthday (yes
73....) said, a life well lived. I am trying my best.

Every night I thank Mother of All for my blessings, and I count them. Most nights I
fall asleep before asking for anything. I am simple, my wants and needs are few. And I
smile when my sheep call me to the barn for breakfast and supper.

I do hope each day is a bit better than the last. There is promise in the sunrise and
may the sunset bring you peace.

As the years pass, the holiday season becomes less holiday. More like a time to just
get through. Living alone with my animals our daily routine remains. I will spend a bit
with friends and a meal with family. With only the woodstove for heat I can’t be gone
long. I am needed here. During the covid lockdown I made a Christmas list, got it out
the other day and read it again. Nothing to change. I am either very boring or content.

The end of 2022 will mark a new year coming. Weather this year has been a horrid
challenge for many of us. Perhaps the disbelievers will come to understand the harm
they are doing to our world, our home.

If anything, Santa please fill their stockings with common sense.

And now a recipe --

Apple Butter Bread

Use any banana bread recipe, mine is
from Better Homes and Gardens cookbook
1966. Instead of bananas use 1 cup of
apple butter and ¥4 cup of applesauce. Mix
as directed. Pour into a parchment lined
bread pan, bake at 350 for 45 minutes.

I sprinkle extra cinnamon sugar on top
before baking.

.‘___. 1

Bars Prence & Wenlior Rowr

The Kansas

Give the guidebook that
gives cheer all year long.

kansassampler.org/shopping

More Information or to
reserve your space contact
Jayne Heller
Pack and Go Tours
785-529-2382 or 785-658-7272
rjheller53@yahoo.com

* AQS Show in Branson, Mo
March 20-25, 2023
Pick up in Beloit, Salina and points
along 170 east
e Houston Intl Quilt Show
November 1-5, 2023

Pick up in Beloit, Salina &
points south along I-135
This trip is usually a sell out so
reserve today

Start Making Your
Plans Today!
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Photo bombs
by Deb Heatherly

Do you have a pet that insists on being in your photos? I have four cats — two girls
and two boys. Max, Lacey and Little all hide when a camera comes out but not Monroe.
This little guy thinks he was born to be a star.

Here’s a great example. I spent several months this summer doing photography for
my new book, Quilted Occasions. Although I shot on location in various places, a few
of the pictures were scheduled to be staged and taken inside my home. Each photo had
to be set up with quilts arranged just so, tripods for lighting in just the right spots and
all the usual paraphernalia to create the best shots possible. Each shot might be taken
hundreds of times with little tweaks between each click — all the while hoping that at
least one will be useable.

Photo bomb #1 occurred while I was staging my dining room with a table top-
per from the book. The pattern can also be finished as a tree skirt, but this sample was
the table topper version. Step One was to press the topper to make sure there were no
wrinkles. This step takes place with
every single quilt. Step Two was
placing it in the center of the table
and arranging the props slated for
the shot -- in this case two paper
maché deer.

Step Three is to double check
the lighting and reposition as
needed while finding the best angle
for the shot. Step Four is taking
a good look at the quilt with the
selected props and changing or
adding more props if needed. Step
Five is when I’m ready to begin
taking the photos.

Setting up can take a half hour
or more, especially if I am deciding
between several props. It can also
mean leaving the room numerous times to retrieve needed items. After what seemed like
an eternity, I was ready to begin shooting but, as I looked into the camera lens, some-
thing was definitely out of place. The deer had suddenly grown an extra set of ears.

You guessed it — Monroe had quietly inserted himself into the scene. He had done so
ever so gently, and nothing was moved out of place. He knows he is not allowed on the
table, but it was almost as if he thought, ‘I match the deer, and I will be silent so mom
will never know.” To make him happy I took several pictures before I removed him from
the scene and pulled out the kitty treats to redirect his attention elsewhere.

All was well until I was ready to set up for the book’s cover photo. This meant mov-
ing furniture, setting up additional tripods, finding the special tape that I would use to
make loops for the quilt I would hang on the wall plus a multitude of other little details
like fluffing the pillow and lint rolling the quilts for any stray threads. It can get pretty
time consuming, and I distinctly remember thinking to myself that in the future I might
want to hire this part out to a professional photographer. That thought was fleeting

Monroe photo bombing. Do you see him in the picture?
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because when it comes down to it, I love every aspect of producing a book — even the
photography.

Photo bomb #2 happened as I readied myself for this very important photo. We are
all told at a young age, “Don’t judge a book by its cover.” But, if we are honest, we do
just that. If the cover does not capture our attention, many times we will move on to
another without even perusing the inside. Knowing how my little ham likes to be the
center of attention, I really should not have been surprised when there he sat. Sweet
Monroe was in just the right spot with his feet and head placed exactly as though posed.
Not only posed but sitting motionless and waiting to be a star. Once again, I took nu-
merous pictures to make him happy — all the while wondering if he knew better than I
what needed to be on this cover.

You’ve probably guessed that out of 121 ‘cover’ photos, the ones with my goofy
orange guy were by far the best. Many have told me that his coloration enhances the
colors in the quilts. I’m not sure about that, but I know that when I look at this book and
see his cute face, I can’t help but smile. I hope it does the same for those who purchase
the book. Ask for Quilted Occasions at your local quilt shop. Tell them that Deb and
Monroe sent you.

Deb Heatherly is a designer for Creative Grids® rulers. She is the designer of the
Creative Grids® Cat’s Cradle Tool, Strippy Stars Tool, Turbo 4 Patch, Ultimate Flying
Geese Tool, Cat’s Cradle XL, and Kitty Cornered Tool. She is the author of ‘Cat’itude,
Strippy Stars, 4-Patch Panache, The Ultimate Flying Geese Book, Catitude XL, Cre-
atively Yours, The Build A Quilt Workbook, and Quilted Occasions. Visit her website at
www.Debscatsnquilts.com.
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